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Participation of the faith com-
munity in Spokane’s 2008 Martin 
Luther King, Jr., commemoration 
service, rally and march was more 
visible than in the past.

Spokane’s Catholic bishop and 
Jewish rabbi joined Protestant 
clergy as speakers at the com-
memoration Sunday, Jan. 20.

Members of Salem Lutheran, 
Emmanuel Lutheran, St. Paul’s 
Lutheran, St. Joseph’s Catholic, 
Holy Trinity Episcopal, West Cen-
tral Christian Center, Westminster 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ and the Baha’i faith joined 
school and community groups, 
carrying banners for the rally and 
march Jan. 21.  

Some marched from churches 
to the rally honoring the minister 

Faith community has visible presence 
in 2008 Martin Luther King Day events

to the producers and had enough for 
Ric to go back and buy more.  

Denise, who entered law school 
at the University of Washington to 
work for social justice, helped Ric 
sell sweaters at summer festivals.  
He sold them on college campuses 
the rest of the year.  In her second 
year, she realized selling the sweat-
ers was a way to work for social 
justice that had a direct impact on 
people’s lives.  

While selling sweaters, Denise 
and Ric talked about the lives of 
Tibetan refugees.  They became 
involved in the Tibetan Rights 
Campaign.  When they moved to 
Spokane in 1988 after she finished 
law school, they became Eastern 
Washington coordinators for the 
campaign.

“We exposed people here to con-
cepts they had not considered,” she 
said, “and they were receptive.  

“We became world neighbors,” 
Denise commented.

They settled on the West Plains.  
After two years, Denise went back 
to Nepal to develop relationships so 
they could work with other groups 
interested in keeping their cultural 
traditions and helping the  most 
marginalized producers.

Continued on page 4

who was assassinated 40 years 
ago for advocating civil rights.

Despite single-digit tempera-
tures, about 2,000 joined the 2008 
march 26 years after Spokane’s 
first march to honor King in 
1982. That year, 49 people made 
a butcher-paper sign and marched 
from the County Jail to the Fed-
eral Courthouse in Spokane.

“We were nervous and did not 
know how Spokane would re-
spond,” said Ivan Bush, who has 
been on the organizing committee 
for many years.

Business people came out of 
their stores and acknowledged the 
first marchers.  Some passing in 
cars honked their horns in agree-
ment, and others in cars stopped 
and joined the group.

“Through the years,” said Ivan, 
“one hope was that the community 
would acknowledge Dr. King by 
naming a street after him, as have 
400 other U.S. communities.  

“It’s time, Spokane!” he said to 
those gathered.

At the commemoration service, 
the Rev. Ezra Kinlow of the host 
church, Holy Temple Church 
of God in Christ, said King’s “I 
Have a Dream” speech speaks of 
three dimensions of love—love of 
God, love of self to realize God 
resides within, and love of others 
as neighbors and as “the least of 
these” Jesus spoke of.

“In this century, more doors of 
opportunity are open, but many 
areas of the dream have not been 
touched,” he said.  “We need more 
dream makers and more dream-
reality makers.”

He called for those gathered to 
live the dream year round both 
by inclusion from the white com-
munity and by blacks dropping 
the chips off their shoulders and 
forgiving.

At the celebration, Spokane 
Mayor Mary Verner said she 

Denise Attwood shows a sweater, like those that led her husband and her into fair trade.

Continued on page 6 and 7

Religious groups historically 
have influence on public life

To inform the Inland Northwest faith community about 
issues before the 2008 Washington State Legislature, repre-
sentatives from the Washington Association of Churches, the 
Lutheran Public Policy Office, the Religious Coalition for the 
Common Good and the Friends Committee on Washington 
Public Policy discussed proposals during a Legislative Ad-
vocacy Event on Jan. 13 at Spokane Friends Church.

Darel Grothaus, director of the Washington Association of 
Churches (WAC), said the 32-year-old partnership of Protes-
tants and Catholics recently formed the Religious Coalition 
for the Common Good to include more voices.

“Public attention in recent years to the religious right 
diminished the voice of historical faiths—Jewish, Catholic 
and Protestant—concerned about the common good being 
served by sharing the common wealth and by producing 
peace and justice,” said Darel, noting that the governor and 
legislators have expressed appreciation for the coalition’s 
uniting voices of eight partners on a common agenda.

At the event, Dale Soden, professor of history at Whit-
worth University, described trends among historical faiths in 
the “none zone” of the Northwest, where most people check 
“none of the above” when asked to list their faith.

In a book he is writing, he describes the 170-year history 
of Protestants, Catholics and Jews seeking to influence 
legislation and public life in the Inland Northwest and 
Northwest.

Because extracting resources—gold, silver, timber and 
wheat—spurred economic growth in the early 20th century, 
many young, single working-class men settled in Spokane, 
living in cheap boarding houses.  There were 250 saloons 
and more than 300 women in prostitution.

Continued on page 3
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Micah 4:4

Trekking in the Himalayas in 
Nepal wearing sweaters knit by a 
Tibetan refugee diverted Denise At-
twood and Ric Conner from other 
career plans into what has become 
the fair-trade movement.

Their business today, Ganesh Hi-
mal Trading—named for a favorite 
mountain in the Himalayas—was 
one of the early fair-trade ventures 
and helped shape that movement.

 The refugees wanted to sell the 
handmade sweaters in the United 
States so they could earn enough to 
send their children to school.

Impressed by the quality of the 
sweaters, they agreed to send a box 
home and try to sell them.

Denise, a 1977 graduate of St. 
George’s School in Spokane, met 
Ric, who grew up in Seattle, at 
Huxley College of Environmental 
Studies at Western Washington 
University in Bellingham.  They 
graduated in 1983 before their six-
month trip to China and Nepal. 

On their return, Denise’s parents, 
Wayne and Joy Attwood, rented the 
Civic Theatre and invited friends to 
see and buy the sweaters.

“The people who bought them 
loved them,” Denise said.  

They sent money from the sales 

By Mary Stamp

Fair trade makes world neighbors
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Maurice Smith, director of 
Feed Spokane, will do a 40-day 
fast during Lent, beginning Ash 
Wednesday, Feb. 6, to highlight 
the growing need to feed the 
hungry in Spokane.

Feed Spokane rescues food 
from area restaurants and delivers 
it to meal sites for those in need. 

 “Rather than disappearing, 
hunger is acute and growing,” 
Maurice said.  “As a result of an 
increasingly competitive business 
environment and such efficiency 
practices as ‘on-time’ or ‘as-
needed’ ordering and delivery, 
there is less surplus food.”

So food banks, meal sites and 
other agencies have fewer re-
sources to draw upon, while they 

are experiencing record demand.
“Eliminating hunger is not 

something that one agency alone 
can accomplish.  It requires a 
genuine community effort,” said 
Maurice, who challenges church-
es, community organizations, 
restaurants and individuals to 
become involved in efforts to end 
hunger in the community. 

Feed Spokane began nearly 
three years ago as an outreach of 
Spokane Neighborhood Action 
Programs (SNAP) and became 
a separate nonprofit last year. 
They work with 22 restaurants 
and deliver food to more than 15 
meal sites.

As part of the “Fasting To End 
Hunger,” Feed Spokane asks:

• Churches and community 
groups to hold Lenten food drives 
for area food banks and to serve 
meals to low-income families.

• Restaurants to join the “Adopt-
a-Meal Site” campaign and be 
matched with one of 30 sites that 
regularly feed those in need.

• Individuals and organizations 
to help the “Cell Phone Round-
up” drive to collect used cell 
phones.  Proceeds will fund Feed 
Spokane’s food rescue efforts.

• Supermarkets and food outlets 
to stop throwing food away and to 
donate prepared, perishable and 
shelf-stable food items to meal 
sites and food banks.

For information, call 475-8797 
or visit www.feedspokane.com.

Feed Spokane director plans Lenten fast
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WCC head says shared communion is his goal
By Peter Williams
 Rome (ENI). The general secretary of the World Council of 

Churches, the Rev. Samuel Kobia, hopes that by the middle of 
the 21st century Christians will have reached a level of unity that 
they can share Holy Communion.   He said this in a front-page 
interview published Jan. 25 in the official Vatican daily newspa-
per.  That day the WCC leader prayed with Pope Benedict XVI 
at a ceremony to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

“My vision for the ecumenical movement is that by the mid-
21st century Christians everywhere regardless of their confessional 
affiliations, can pray and worship together and feel welcome to 
share in the Lord’s Table at every church,” Samuel said.   

Neither the Roman Catholic Church nor Eastern Orthodox 
churches allow other Christians to share in their celebration of 
Eucharist.   Samuel hopes that by the example of Christians 
sharing in the Eucharist together, “the Church can help humanity 
overcome divisions and the people of the world be able to live 
together in peace and harmony regardless of their backgrounds 
and identities. 

“Towards that end I am convinced the relationship between the 
WCC and Rome needs to be stronger and deeper,” he said. “I am 
committed to take that relationship to greater heights.”   

Kobia, a Methodist from Kenya, who in 2004 became the first 
African to head the WCC, noted that 100 years ago, the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity began in order to challenge the enmity 
that pushed so-called Christian nations into the First World War.   

“Ecumenical cooperation and the search for unity among the 
churches has played a role in overcoming the heritage of two world 
wars and building peaceful relationships in Europe,” he said. 

“Who would have thought at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury that some decades later Orthodox, Anglicans, Lutherans, 
Reformed, Methodists, Baptists and churches of other traditions 
would work together in the World Council of Churches? ” he said.  
“Surely, the Second Vatican Council was a watershed and opened 
the door to meaningful ecumenical cooperation between the Ro-
man Catholic Church and many WCC member churches.”

Samuel met the Pope in a private audience along with mem-
bers of the Joint Working Group of the Roman Catholic Church 
and the WCC, during a yearly working group meeting Jan. 21 to 
26 in Rome.   The group is an advisory body on common concerns 
of the Catholic Church, the world’s largest church, and the WCC, 
the world’s largest grouping of churches.   

U.S. Baptists meet to forge new alliance	
Oxford, Ohio (ENI). Nearly 20,000 participants from 30 U.S. 

Baptist groups met recently in Atlanta with hopes of promoting 
Christian unity and forging a Baptist alliance for the first time since 
the American Civil War, which ended 143 years ago.

Skateboard kings minister to boarders
Oxford, Ohio (ENI). Scruffy, tattooed skateboarders perform-

ing high, 360-degree turns and flying through U-shaped ramps 
are accustomed to stares from parents who don’t know an ollie 
from a hippie jump.  

Darren Wells, cofounder of King of Kings Skateboard Ministry, 
is part of a growing attempt to connect with a subculture of youth 
who feel alienated from the mainstream:  “We Christians are called 
to let this generation know about Jesus.”  After winning audiences 
through vertical climbs and flipping the boards or themselves, the 
skateboarders tell how Jesus changed their lives.     

Catholic Charities invites you to the

Eastern Washington 
Legislative Conference 

Saturday, Feb. 16, 2008
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Cathedral of Our Lady of Lourdes 
1115 W. Riverside - lower level

• Reflections on the ethics of faith in action
• Policy Briefings from the Washington State Catholic 
Conference and the Lutheran Public Policy Office 
• Environmental priorities with Earth Ministry on Faith 
& Environment

Send $15 fee or $12 in group of 5+, $20 after Feb. 8 to
Catholic Charities, PO Box 2253, Spokane, WA 99210

For more information, contact Scott Cooper 
at scooper@ccspokane.org or 509-358-4273

Faith & Advocacy
a place to live

health carea living wage

food on the table

CROP Hunger Walk ’08
SUNDAY, April 27

Noon - entertainment & registration 
Martin Centre at Gonzaga University

1:30 p.m.  - Walk 
along the Centennial Trail

Together we can make a difference 
for hunger locally and globally

Sign up sponsors now for a 10-K or 2-mile walk
TO REGISTER:  924-2350 or 891-1045  

sbarney39@gmail.com
A project of 

Church World Service 

Our Place, an emergency ser-
vices center in West Central 
Spokane, will present a benefit 
afternoon of music, poetry and 
readings in celebration of love 
from 2 to 4 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 17, 
at the Corbin Senior Center, 827 
W. Cleveland.

The program includes the chil-

dren’s choir from Trinity School, 
jazz music by David McRae, vo-
cal performance by the Rev. Todd 
Scranton of St. Paul’s United 
Methodist Church and a Love 
Song Sing-Along, accompanied 
by Karen Conlin and Kay He-
berling.

Proceeds will benefit Our Place 

programs that provide food, cloth-
ing, hygiene products, transporta-
tion and utility assistance.  

Earlier this year, Our Place 
opened a laundry center, which 
offers a free or low-cost laundry 
facility for West Central area 
residents.

For information, call 326-7267. 

Our Place plans Feb. 17 benefit program

James Ochwa-Echel, faculty 
fellow for diversity at Eastern 
Washington University, will dis-
cuss “The United Nations re-
sponse to the Northern Uganda 
Conflict” at 7 p.m., Monday, Feb. 
11, at the Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 4340 W. Fort Wright Dr.

He will trace origins and char-
acteristics of the conflict and 
response of the UN agencies such 
as Office for Humanitarian Af-

Ugandan describes conflict in his country
fairs, UNICEF and World Food 
Program. 

Before coming to EWU, James 
was a lecturer in the department 
of African-American studies at 
Oberlin College from 2001 to 
2006.   He was a program spe-
cialist for a conservation project 
and a secondary school teacher 
before leaving his native Uganda.  

He holds a doctoral degree in 
education and master’s degrees 
in international development and 
international relations.   

He is now building a school to 
train nurses and do counseling 
to prevent mother-to-child HIV 
transmission in his home village 
in northern Uganda.

For information, call 456-2382.

The theme for the sixth annual 
Season for Peace and Nonvio-
lence from Jan. 30 to April 4 is 
“I Am the Peace I Want to See in 
the World.”

The event commemorates the 
lives of Mahatma Gandhi and 
Martin Luther King, Jr., over a 
period of 65 days.

Events sponsored by Unity 
Church in Spokane include work-
shops on meditation, radical 
forgiveness, nonviolent commu-
nication and Nobel Peace Prize 
winners.

For information, call 624-2700.

Season of Peace is 
Jan. 30 to April 4

The deadline for updates to listings 
in Directory of Congregatons and 
Community Resources is March 1
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From the 1880s to 1910, the 
business community supported 
prostitution as a “necessary out-
let” for men and in order to 
“protect respectable women.”  
Prostitutes who did not register 
were fined, adding to the city’s 
coffers, Dale said.  A coalition of 
downtown churches opposed to 
prostitution persisted in a two- to 
three-decade battle with the busi-
ness community and city.

The church leaders challenged 
business and city arguments about 
the economic advantage of pros-
titution.  Eventually, the churches 
ended legal prostitution, a sign 
of their influence in this least-
churched area, he said.

Dale discussed the impact of 
the area’s faith communities:

1) Ecumenical activity has a 
long history here because mis-
sionaries were at their core ecu-
menical.  In 1919, councils of 
churches formed in Seattle, Spo-
kane and elsewhere.

2) The Northwest has a high 
level of ecumenical activity, partly 
because the “thinness of denomi-
nations” makes them “realize they 
need each other,” he said. 

3) Despite their small num-
bers, mainline churches contribute 
to the social capital through social 
services, food banks, legislative 
advocacy and civil rights.

4) Commitment to social jus-
tice is strongest when linked to 
a theological world view—such 
as Catholic social teachings, the 
Calvinistic biblical mandate, the 
Lutheran love mandate or the 
United Church of Christ commit-
ment to justice, he added.  People 
will listen, respect and acknowl-
edge the theological values, even 
if they do not agree.

5) Churches have been at the 
heart of cultural conflicts in the 
last 40 years in the Northwest.  
Since the 1960s, when polarized 
divisions among people as liber-
als or conservatives left little 
room for compromise, ecumeni-
cal churches challenged those 
divisions.  

6) Ecumenical churches have 
sought to break through stereo-

types, aware that not all evan-
gelical churches are among the 
religious right and not all liberal 
Christians are biblically illiterate.  
Their strategy is to reach out, 
listen and collaborate with those 
sharing common concerns.

Alice Woldt of the Religious 
Coalition for the Common Good 
(RCCG) reported on gathering 
input for the 2008 priorities and 
on resources available through 
weekly Alerts at thewac.org.

On the housing crisis and home-
lessness, Alice told of a request to 
add $100 million to the Housing 
Trust Fund to subsidize low-
income housing providers so 
they do not focus on middle- and 
upper-middle-income homes. 

On health care, she said there 
is  a request for state households 
earning up to 320 percent of pov-
erty level to be eligible for the 
State Children’s Health Insurance 
Program (SCHIP) vetoed at the 
federal level.

Paul Benz of the Lutheran 
Public Policy Office (LPPO) 
discussed environmental steward-
ship, tax fairness, health care and 
immigration reform priorities.

• One proposal would let 
schools use subsidies to buy lo-
cal food, link local farms with 
school cafeterias and food banks, 

and allow use of WIC (Women’s 
Infants’ and Children’s) vouchers 
at farmers’ markets.

• To promote tax fairness for 
working families, another pro-
posal would provide a state tax 
credit based on the federal Earned 
Income Credit to help people rise 
out of poverty.  Another bill would 
require those who receive tax 
breaks for providing jobs to show 
they actually do provide jobs.

• An immigration reform initia-
tive would promote the naturaliza-
tion of 135,000 legal permanent 
residents.  Paul pointed out that 
the immigrant community is 
“important to our state’s economy, 
so we should exhibit hospitality.  
Immigration is a state, as well as 
a federal issue.”

Carol Estes, state advocate 
for the Friends Committee on 
Washington Public Policy, finds 
in teaching college classes at the 
Monroe Correctional Center that 
it’s hard for inmates to re-enter 
the system.  She said one bill 
would establish a corrections 
ombudsperson to help people 
regain control over their lives and 
re-establish their rights.  

She also suggests a moratorium 
on interest that inmates now pay 
on legal financial obligations 
while they are in prison.  Now 

their debts accumulate 12 percent 
interest a year.  Until those debts 
are paid, released prisoners cannot 
have their voting or other rights 
restored, she said.

Cathy Mann of VOICES 
(Voices for Opportunity, Income, 
Childcare, Education and Sup-
port) in Spokane summarized the 
$22 million antipoverty package, 
which includes grants to help low-
income high school graduates go 
to college; an increase in housing 
stipends for disabled workers, and 
revising the asset limits for those 
receiving food stamps.

She urges rental assistance to 
reduce costs to the state when 
people become homeless and 

the elimination of asset levels 
for qualifying for Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Funding 
(TANF) and General Assistance 
for Unemployed (GAU).

RCCG, Lutheran and Wash-
ington State Catholic Confer-
ence leaders will share updates 
at the Eastern Washington Leg-
islative Conference, organized 
by Scott Cooper of Catholic 
Charities.  

It will be held from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m., Saturday Feb. 16, at Our 
Lady of Lourdes Cathedral, 
1115 W. Riverside.

For information, call 358-4273 
or 206-625-9790.

2008 Fig Tree 
Benefit Breakfast 

Wednesday, March 12 
in Cataldo Hall 

at Gonzaga 
University 

Buffet begins 
7:15 a.m. 
Program is 

7:30- 8:30 a.m.

Stories Bear Fruit:
Sustenance for the Journey

Guests will help launch our 25th year 
by donating to The Fig Tree Deepening Our Roots Campaign to: 

•  build our capacity to share the stories
•  connect diverse people
•  promote volunteerism and action
•  explore alternatives to violence
•  learn about people who live their faith

$500  -  revives compassion  •  $250 -  covers story of hope 
$100  -  capacity building   •  $50  -  send to New readers

TO R.S.V.P. or Host A table 
call 535-1813 or 323-4037

The Fig Tree, 1323 S. Perry St., Spokane, WA 99202 
figtree@thefigtree.org

81st Annual

NOVENA OF GRACE
In Honor of St. Francis Xavier

Thursday, March 6 - Friday, March 14 

This year’s presenters:

Dr. Kent Hoffman    Rev. Dennis Donoghue, S.J.

Daily Novena Services:  12:15 p.m. Prayer Service (12:30 p.m. Sundays)
            3:30 p.m. Benediction Service 

		          5:15 p.m. Mass

PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS WELCOME
In keeping with the Lenten journey, 

the Sacrament of Reconciliation will be available starting 45 minutes 
before each Novena service

St. Aloysius Church
Boone & Astor    Spokane, WA   323-5896

Fig Tree 1x5.5 ad
Run 2/2008

Benedictine Sisters
Monastery of St. Gertrude
465 Keuterville Rd. • (208) 962-3224
Cottonwood, ID retreat@stgertrudes.org
www.StGertrudes.org

See our website
for a complete

retreat schedule!

Journeying on the

Way of the Cross

March 7 - 9, 2008
Presenter:

Bernadette Stang, OSB

Centering Prayer

Intensive

May 16 - 23, 2008
Presenters:

Darlyne Pape & Ken Ecklund

… to a retreat!

Consider a private retreat

during Lent.

Kosher Dinner
67th Annual

From Generation to Generation...The Tradition Continues

Temple Beth Shalom
South Perry & 30th

Tickets available at Huppins HiFi, Manito Ship & Copy, 
Pawn I - Valley, N. Division & Post Falls

$14 adults, $7 children (11 and under)

Sunday
March 9, 2008

11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Internet Ticket Sales at www.pgiinc.com

For information, call 509-747-3304 ext. 32

Menu
Assorted Appetizers

Beef Brisket
Potato Knishes
Carrot Tzimmes

Challah (Egg Bread)
Mediterranean Spiced Apples

Apricot Kuchen

Advocates introduce proposals that address justice concerns

Paul Benz, Darel Grothaus and Alice Woldt

Continued from page 1

Daybreak of Spokane
Chemical dependency treatment

for youth to 18 years old.
Outpatient and residential treatment

Daybreak relies on financial support from churches, individuals and agencies.
927-1688   •   11707 E. Sprague, D-4    •    Spokane, WA 99206
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Action 
Recycling

911 E. Marietta

TOP PRICES
HONEST WEIGHT

aluminum
brass

copper
stainless

newspapers

483-4094

In 1986, they began working 
with the Association of Craft 
Producers, organized in 1984 by 
a Nepali woman to help widowed 
and abandoned women.  It now 
includes 1,200 women through-
out Nepal.  They also connected 
with the Bhaktapier Craft Printers 
(BCP), which UNICEF started.

They met traditional Tibetan 
artists, jewelers and silversmiths, 
whose children no longer wanted 
to continue those traditional arts. 

“Parents feared the skills would 
be lost,” Denise said, “but because 
there is now income in the work, 
the children are coming back to 
their traditional family work as 
jewelers, finding stable income 
and keeping family ties.”

When they first started Ganesh 
Himal, the only peers they knew 
were Self-Help Crafts (now 10 
Thousand Villages), Pueblo to 
People and Equal Exchange fair 
trade coffee.   The term “fair 
trade” didn’t yet exist.

As others started, they began 
to develop principles of “alter-
native trade,” which included 
discussing unfair trade issues, 
and establishing a partnership of 
consumers and producers.

When they established Ganesh 
Himal in 1986, they decided 
to be a for-profit rather than a 
nonprofit business.  As a sole-
proprietorship, they do not need 
to make profits.

“We believe it’s important for 
people to see that a small business 
can be socially responsible, so we 
decided to be profit-making, but 
stick with our principles.  That 
way, we bring fair-trade principles 
into the market,” she said.

Denise discussed some of those 
principles:

One principle is to assure an 
equitable, fair wage that does not 
change the economic balance for 
producers in their communities.

“To pay producers too much 
would throw their local market off 
balance, to pay too little is unfair,” 
she said.  “Our Nepalese partners 
decide what are fair prices based 
on their costs and what they need 
for a living income.  They know 
the nuances of their system and 
culture.”

Ganesh Himal Trading, which 
now sells wholesale to about 200 
stores in the United States and 
Canada, adds the cost of ship-
ping and marketing the items, and 
enough to make a living.  

Often people tell Denise and 
Ric they “should make more,” 
but the couple just want a roof, 
food and a living wage so they 
can send their son, Cameron, to 
school, have health care and a 
pension, and contribute to the 
community.

A second principle of fair-trade 
is long-term, sustainable relation-
ships, equal partnerships based 
on mutual trust and transparency.  
Fair trade particularly includes 
people of color, women and refu-

gees, who are marginalized from 
the major markets.

“We are friends with everyone 
we have worked with,” she said.  
“We collaborate with Nepalese 
craftspeople as partners to de-
velop new products or designs.  
Sometimes we suggest ideas that 
will sell in the U.S. market or 
design changes to save production 
costs and improve marketability, 
keeping their interests in mind.  
They choose products they can 
continue to pro-
duce so they have 
a stable market.”

A third prin-
ciple is to use lo-
cal materials, such 
as hemp grown 
without pesticides 
in Nepal.  Most 
craftspeople work 
in their homes or 
in small group workshops, not in 
factories. 

A fourth principle is engaging 
in discussions with customers, 
many of whom oppose war and 
are interested in fairness, equality, 
Tibetan rights, the environment 
and U.S. policies.  So along with 
generating money for families, 
Ganesh Himal provides a plat-
form for political discussions and 
education.

Many consumers want to use 
their purchasing power to engage 
in social justice action.

In the early 1990s at an al-
ternative-trade conference in 
Washington, D.C., with 14 others 
doing similar forms of trade, they 
decided to call their movement 
“fair trade.”

Denise is on the board of the 
Fair Trade Resource Network—at 
www.ftrn.org—and Ganesh Himal 
is a long standing member of the 
Fair Trade Federation—at www.
ftf.org.  FTF organizes producers, 
wholesalers and retailers. 

Over 20 years, the movement 
has taken hold.  At a Fair Trade 
Federation conference two years 
ago in Chicago, there were 750 
participants.

The North America Fair Trade 
Association helps build the busi-
ness framework for fair trade, 
while the Fair Trade Resource 
Network focuses on fair-trade 
education, in K-12 classrooms 
and on World Fair Trade Day.  
There are events in 60 U.S. com-
munities.

In Europe, Denise said, fair 
trade is mainstream in super-
markets and Third World Shops.  
There is also an International Fed-
eration for Alternative Trade—at 
www. ifat.org.

Now that “fair trade” has be-
come a “buzz word,” the fair-trade 
principles and consumer educa-
tion help prevent other businesses 
from co-opting the term.  

Fair-trade education helps con-
sumers understand effects of 
their buying choices and teaches 
producers their rights, so they are 
treated fairly and have a voice.

Sometimes corporate buyers 
offer to buy large quantities of 
sweaters for low prices—half the 
price of fair-trade orders.

“Nepali producers who know 
fair-trade principles walk out of 
negotiations that do not follow 
fair-trade practices.  They know 
fair-trade buyers will pay more 
and not make huge profits off their 
work,” Denise said.

She and Ric have worked with 
some families for a generation.

They have seen 
people do what 
they said they 
wanted  to  do: 
provide education 
for their children, 
including girls and 
young women.  
They have gone 
to school, earned 
degrees and re-

turned to their communities to 
educate more people.

One woman, who once had to 
give the money she earned weav-
ing to her father and then to her 
husband, had put her loom away 
when her children were small.  
As they grew up and she wanted 
income to send her daughter to 
school, Laxmi started working 
20 years ago with the Association 
of Craft Producers (ACP).   She 
asked the ACP to help her put her 
loom back together in a small 
workshop near Kathmandu.

When Laxmi received her first 
pay, she cried, realizing her pow-
er.  She set up savings accounts to 
send her children to school.  Her 
daughter, Sudha, earned a master’s 
degree in social work and worked 
with the government, until she 
realized the most important social 
work would be to go back to her 
village and work with her mother 
to organize women to weave so 
they could earn money. Another 
young woman is a doctor.

“That’s powerful social change,” 
Denise said.  “Her acknowledging 
the value of her mother’s work has 
been incredible.”

Some customers also donate to 
the Girl Child Education Fund.

 “Women are capable, but need 
opportunities to participate,” she 
said.  “We are happy to help create 
positive change in homes, families 
and villages. As they do well, they 
have economic, emotional, social 
and spiritual impact.”

Fair trade is growing locally.  
Lisa Brown, Nancy Nelson and 
Denise were among those who 
decided to start a fair trade store in 
Spokane, starting in a room at the 
Peace and Justice Action League 
office on Fifth Ave.  Global Folk 
Art was in several locations until 
Jim Sheehan offered the fair-trade 
store space at the Community 
Building, 35 W.  Main.

Other area fair-trade retailers 
and wholesalers include Felipe 
and Maria Gonzales of Moon-
flower Enterprises, selling Gua-
temalan crafts; Nancy Spada and 
Roger Gee of the Singing Sha-
man, Mexican products; Oscar 
and Penny Haupt of ConoSur, 
Chilean imports; Barbara and 
Terry Novak, Far East Handi-
crafts in Seattle; Pauline Dingman 
of Devtan in Northtown Mall, 
handmade items;  Gloria Wag-
goner at Rosa Gallica, boutique 
items;  Nancy Nydegger’s Just 
Trade in Pullman, crafts; Paul 
Fish’s Mountain Gear catalogue, 
gifts, and Rivers Odyssey West 
in Coeur d’Alene, some rowing 
accessories and clothes.

Ganesh Himal Trading, which 
now has four other part- and full-
time workers, receives a shipment 
of 3,000 pounds of goods every 
two months.   That cycle provides 
producers—paid before the ship-
ment arrives—a regular income.

Until two years ago, Ganesh 
Himal operated out of a mobile 
home.  Now they are in a ware-
house at 13312 S. Austin Rd. Ric 

designed the building and had a 
“green builder” build it with envi-
ronmentally friendly features.

Even though the U.S. economy 
has been down, the last two years 
have been the best for Ganesh 
Himal, Denise said.

From growing up in Covenant 
Christian Church and from her 
travels, Denise has come to ap-
preciate the variety of spiritual 
traditions she has encountered in 
Nepal, including Buddhism, Hin-
duism, Islam and Zoroastrianism, 
as well as Christianity. 

“The common spiritual practice 
is right livelihood, living as men-
tors and taking care of our own 
spiritual health, not telling others 
what to do,” she said. 

“Great teachers of faiths talk of 
similar issues.  We are to put their 
teachings into practice.  The more 
we put them into practice and lis-
ten to needs of others, the more we 
realize the teachings work,” said 
Denise, who finds her niche in fair 
trade a way to live the values of 
many faiths.

For information, call 448-6561 
or visit ganeshhimaltrading.com.  

Gunther Schuller conducts 

The Bach Festival Orchestra 
and Chorus 

Janet Brown and Kendra Colton, soprano
Barbara Rearick, mezzo 
Rockland Osgood, tenor

James Maddalena, bass baritone

Sunday, February 24, 2008
 

1001 W. Sprague Avenue in Spokane

 

or 

Act NOW to reserve your favorite seats in The Fox. 
Don’t miss this exceptional performance of one of the greatest choral 

works ever composed.

Legal Liabilities Affecting
Religious Organizations

Workshop facilitator:  Chuck Wilkes, J.D.

9 a.m. to 3 p.m. • Monday, Feb. 11
Clare Center - 4624 E. Jamieson Rd.

  No longer do religious organizations have relative 
immunity from legal interference.  They are becoming 

entangled in legal processes for which they are ill equipped:  
employment issues, sexual misconduct, organizational 

shortcomings, land use and tax matters.
Registration $15/person 

http://www.corhome.org/events.htm or call 897-9223

Spokane Children’s Theatre 
presents

Sat Feb 9 
10 am* & 1 pm*

___

Sun Feb 10
1 & 4 pm

___

Sat Feb 16
1 & 4 pm

___

Sun Feb 17
 1 pm

*denotes signed performances for the hearing impaired

Performances at Spokane Community College Lair Auditorium
1810 E. Greene @ Mission

$8 for child • $10 for adults 
Available at 325-SEAT or www.ticketswest.com

See our website at:  spokanechildrenstheatre.org

Book, lyrics and music by Chad Henry
Based on the book The Hoboken Chicken 

Emergency by Daniel Pinkwater
Directed by Mike and Vicki Hynes

Producers save 
their income
to educate

their children
and improve
their lives.

Customers use purchasing power to bring justice and impact lives
Continued from page 1
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By Virginia de Leon
Through faith, love and music, 

Shane Ridley-Stevens brings two 
worlds together.

Adopted the day after he was 
born, Shane has become known 
for teaching others about his 
Native American culture even 
though he grew up in a white 
family and predominantly white 
community.

He was one of just a few people 
of color in his hometown, Hayden, 
Idaho.  

The fact he didn’t look like 
other members of his family made 
little difference to those who knew 
him, he said, especially to mem-
bers of his faith community, the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints (LDS).

“I was one of the six Stevens 
children,” said Shane, expressing 
that he didn’t feel he experienced 
discrimination.

Still, he wondered about his 
birth parents. He knew from the 
caseworker who handled his 
adoption that both were Indian.  
His mother was Shoshone, and 
his father was a member of the 
Washoe Paiute Tribe.  

He longed to learn more about 
his Native American culture.

“Be proud of who you are,” his 
adoptive parents often told him.

“It was sometimes hard to be 
proud of who I was, because most 
movies I saw showed the Indians 
as the bad guys,” Shane said, 
recalling his childhood.

When he was 19 years old, 
Shane experienced Native culture 
for the first time.

For his mission, the LDS 
Church sent Shane to the island 
village of Bella Bella on the cen-
tral coast of British Columbia. 
For five months, he lived among 
the Heiltsuk, one of the Canadian 
First Nations, known for their mu-
sic, dancing and ties to the land.

The experience was daunting 
at first. 

“I was scared,” he said, because 
even though he’s Indian, he grew 
up white.

The people of Bella Bella em-
braced him and treated him like 
one of their own.  The Heiltsuk 
people taught him their traditions 
and history.  They also immersed 
him in their culture, showing him 
how to sing, play drum and dance 
in the name of the Creator.

While there, Shane found a 
mentor.   Moses Humchitt, a Heilt-
suk elder, who was in his late 70s, 
agreed to teach him.

One day, Moses handed him a 
piece of paper and said: “This is a 
schedule for your classes.”

He told Shane, “You may never 
find out who you belong to, so you 
will be taught our ways.”

The experience at the village 
transformed Shane. For the first 
time, he discovered a part of him-
self that he never knew existed.

“Growing up, I always felt there 
was this big hole inside of me,” 

he said. “When I started learning 
from the elders, the hole became 
smaller and smaller. I felt like I 
was becoming complete.”

When he finished his mission, 
Shane returned to North Idaho 
determined to find his birth family 
and learn more about his Indian 
roots.

With the blessing of his adop-
tive parents, he talked to the attor-
ney who handled his adoption and 
did some investigative work.

 A year later, he was in Elko, 
Nev., knocking on the door of his 
birth mother’s home.

“I knew in my heart she was 
my mom,” said Shane, who had 
spoken to Barbara Ridley on the 
phone several times before visit-
ing her.

The two hugged immediately 
when they saw each other for the 
first time. Then, without missing 
a beat, Barbara told Shane to help 
her brother take a battery out of 
the car.

“It was like coming home from 
a long vacation,” Shane recalled 
with a laugh.

His birth mother and adoptive 
parents, Laura and Larry Stevens, 
have become friends.  They talk 
on the phone and exchange Christ-
mas cards every year.  Barbara and 
Laura even swap recipes. 

Last summer, members of 
both families gathered in Coeur 
d’Alene to watch Shane dance at 
the annual Julyamsh Powwow, a 
major Northwest powwow.

The alliance between the fami-
lies also is reflected in Shane’s 
hyphenated last name: Ridley-
Stevens.

After discovering Native cul-
ture and reuniting with his birth 
mother 18 years ago, Shane 
started expressing his Indian side 
that had been dormant. 

He sought knowledge from 
elders of area tribes.  He learned 
their stories.  He danced and 
drummed at powwows.

In 1990, during a powwow at 
Fort Hall, the Indian reservation 
of the Shoshone and Bannock 
people in southeastern Idaho, 
Shane picked up a flute for the 
first time.

The instrument, carved by hand 
out of alder wood, immediately 
caught his eye because a small 
woodpecker had been whittled 
near the mouthpiece. 

Shane had no money, so he gave 

the man selling the flute an eagle 
feather in exchange.

When he played it, a feeling 
of peace swept over Shane. Like 
the music he first heard in Bella 
Bella, the sounds from the flute 
were surprisingly familiar to him, 
as if they had been a part of him 
throughout his life.

When he travels, he takes the 
woodpecker flute and several oth-
ers he has carved over the years.

When he’s not working at 
Home Depot, the Spokane Valley 
resident plays the flute and shares 
his traditions at school assemblies, 
festivals, college classes and other 
gatherings. 

In addition to his performances, 
he works with small groups and 
talks with youth about living a 
drug- and alcohol-free life.

The way he integrates his LDS 
faith life with his Native Ameri-
can culture influences the lessons 
he teaches children and others.

“I see and I understand both 

worlds,” said Shane, who belongs 
to the 15th Ward in Spokane 
Valley.  

He finds the stories of Indian el-
ders similar to Christian beliefs.

He also said that native tradi-
tions are similar to the LDS way 
of life, which promotes family, 
self-sufficiency, respect for el-
ders, and care for the land and 
community. 

“Even before Christianity came 
to Indian people, they lived a 
Christian life,” Shane said.  “They 
took care of each other.  An auntie 
or uncle is just as much as a mom 
and dad to a nephew or niece.”

Their lives are family-oriented, 
he said.

Shane and his wife, Michelle 
Luna, who has four children 
from her previous marriage, now 
have a six-month-old daughter, 
Ne’Hovia.  

Her name means “my song” in 
the Shoshone language.

For information, call 496-5181.

DONATE YOUR
NEWSPAPER
to Lion’s Club Boxes
at your local grocery store

EARTHWORKS RECYCLING
EarthworksRecycling.com     Monday - Saturday 8-5

    1904 E. Broadway @ Napa		     	                509 534-1638     

Proceeds help
buy eyeglasses for 

those who can’t.

Thanks

For Info
Call

Want to go down under? Alumni Voyage 2008
Australia and New Zealand
www.ewu.edu/australia08

 start something big
choose social work at EWU

Patti Gregory, BSW ’72, MSW ’84, helped create the  
Idaho Child Welfare Research and Training Center  
(www.icwrtc.org) – a one-of-a-kind partnership between  
the EWU School of Social Work and the State of Idaho. The  
Center leads foster parent training and evaluation of  
children’s services projects for the state of Idaho.

Eastern’s part-time MSW program
• Tradition: Nationally-recognized faculty
• Opportunity: Schedule daytime or evening classes 
  More than $750,000 available in �nancial support
• Connections: Real-world experiences
• A master’s degree offers enhanced  
 career opportunities
• High demand for individuals with  
 diverse backgrounds

Contact Chris Clark, MSW
509.623.4214 • cclark3@ewu.edu
www.ewu.edu/socialwork

JESUIT SUMMER 
RETREATS
3 to 30 days
Anchorage 

Panoramic setting 
Then see 

Alaska’s Grandeur
(907) 346-2343, ext. 215  

holyspiritcenterak.org

West Central Shared
Housing Co-op

• Building Intentional Community • Living Simply
• Working for Social Justice  • Affordable Housing

Contact:  westbridgecoop@hotmail.com 
or call 280-1702

Adoptee claims both his Indian and white cultures and families

Shane Ridley-Stevens and his daughter Ne’Hovia
Photo by Virginia de Leon

World Medical Fund
operates a mobile medical clinic and a mobile surgical unit

going to villages to serve children in Malawi, 
one of the poorest parts of the world.

Donate at our website:  wmf-usa.org or send a check to
World Medical Fund 

611 S. Newport Ave. • Newport, WA 99156
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125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202

(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

• Paper by the ream
• Largest selection of colors, 
  designs & weights in the area
• Case discounts
• Wedding invitations & bulletins
• Preprinted papers including all 
  holiday papers
• Envelopes in a large variety 
  of sizes
• Mention this ad and receive 
  10% off on Mondays

felt it unacceptable when people 
told her she was “lucky” as the 
daughter of a Muskogee Indian 
“of darker hue” and an English-, 
Irish-, German-descent mother 
“of a lighter hue,” because she 
could “pass” for white.

“It’s not okay to ‘pass’ as any-
thing, she said.

“We honor King for his intel-
lect, truthfulness and courage, 
calling us to uphold fundamental 
ideas of life, liberty, justice and 
equality,” she concluded.
Center promotes King’s dream

Ben Luety, president of the 
board of the Martin Luther King, 
Jr., Family Outreach Center, who 
grew up Lutheran in Missoula, 
feels honored to be on the board 
of an organization working to im-
prove the quality of life for chil-
dren, youth and families through 
providing multicultural education, 
a preschool, teen leadership and 
parent education to help people 
accomplish King’s dream.

In introducing Catholic Bishop 
William Skylstad and Rabbi Jack 
Isakson of Temple Beth Shalom, 
the Rev. Happy Watkins, co-
organizer of the 2008 events with 
Ivan, said he has long sought to 
fulfill King’s dream by bringing 
together Protestants, Catholics 
and Jews to speak.
Bishop urges right relationships

Bishop Skylstad said the prophet 
Isaiah was also being a dreamer—
envisioning dry land blossoming, 
the crooked being made straight, 
leveling mountains, turning spears 
into pruning hooks and swords 
into plowshares, the wolf being 
the guest of the lamb and the calf 
being with the young lion.

Recounting that God had to call 
Samuel three times before Samuel 
heard, the bishop said “God calls 
and calls and calls us here and 
now” to live the vision of the 
kingdom Jesus gave, the kingdom 
of justice, peace, joy and right 
ordering of relationships.

“We have much right ordering 
to continue to do,” he challenged, 
calling for response to God’s call 
to “realize we are all brothers and 
sisters in God.”
Rabbi committed to civil rights

Rabbi Jack asked participants 
to imagine what it was like for 
him to stand in the pulpit of Ezra 
Kinlow “under my kippah” (Jew-
ish skull cap).  

At the end of World War II an 
American tank entered the con-
centration camp where his father 
had been held.  The first American 
to emerge from the tank was a 
black man.

“Today, I am a rabbi speaking in 
a church celebrating a man of the 
same color as the man who liber-
ated my father, a man who eman-
cipated descendants of slaves.

“Can you imagine how I feel?  
It’s amazing!” he said, acknowl-
edging that there’s more to do.

The week’s Torah readings 
from Exodus 14 and 15 told of 
the Hebrews, who escaped slavery 
across the Red Sea and sang a 
song of praise on the safe side.

 Rabbi Jack said the Jewish 
community was part of the civil 
rights movement:  In 1964, three 
Jewish young adults were mur-
dered in Mississippi when they 
were registering black voters; 
rabbis joined the march to Selma, 
and members of Temple Beth 
Shalom worked on civil rights in 
the 1960s.

“King was an ally in the fight 
against anti-Semitism and for 
a peaceful, secure Israel,” he 
added.
Speaker promotes families

Speaking on the theme, “The 
Silence Is Deafening:  Stand Up 
and Speak Out!” the keynote 
speaker, Constance Rice, called 
for Spokane to stand up and 
speak out for youth.  She shared 
her perspective as director of the 
Casey Family Programs in Se-
attle, which provides, improves 
and seeks to prevent the need for 
foster care.  Forty percent of the 
500,000 children in foster care are 
African American, she said.

Beyond empathy generated 
toward black people by such 
movies as “The Great Debaters” 
or celebrities like Oprah Winfrey, 
Constance said there is need to 
realize African Americans are 
consumers, who spend $400 bil-
lion a year.

She expressed her concerns 
about consumption choices of 
some African-American youth, 
stereotypes of African-American 
women in movies, susceptibility 
of African Americans to home 
loan scams, high rates of diabetes 

and heart disease because of diet, 
lack of parental involvement in 
schools, low reading and writing 
skills and high drop-out rates for 
blacks, having TV on all the time, 
and the high percent of African 
Americans in prison.

Those are among the many 
factors behind the need for foster 
care, said Constance, who both 
praised foster parents for provid-
ing love and safety for children, 
and called for strengthening 
African-American families.

With the generation that started 
the civil rights movement now 
being seniors, she called for more 
in younger generations to join in 
working for rights.

Constance urges early child-
hood education, developing mem-
orization and vocabulary skills, 
teaching a love of scriptures, 
exposing children to good role 
models, promoting perseverance 
and prayer, and respecting all 
religions and people. 

She also urges people to be 
vigilant toward elected officials, 
to value and use the right to vote 
won for them, so they can decide 
who will be in charge of educa-
tion, health and human services.
Children ask questions

As part of the commemora-
tion, eight children did a choral 
reading of King’s letter from the 
Birmingham jail, followed by a 
chorus reminding of the limited 
access to employment, education, 

health care and justice for minor-
ity youth, asking each time:  “Who 
will stand up for us?  Who will 
speak out for us?”

Spokane School Superinten-
dent Nancy Stowell said at both 
the service and the rally she was 
humbled and touched by their 
questions:  “The responsibility 
falls to us.  I have tears in my eyes 
because you should not have to 
ask, but should know that we will 
stand up and speak out.”

At the pre-march rally, she 

added that the 30,000 children in 
the school system include Afri-
can American, Native American, 
Latino, Asian and white children, 
plus children living in poverty, ex-
periencing homelessness, speak-
ing 40 languages and bearing 
hard-to-pronounce names.  

“The goal is for all to keep up 
with their grade levels and gradu-
ate,” Nancy said.  “We will elimi-
nate the achievement gap only 
when we overcome systemic rac-
ism. We need to value the differ-
ences and worth each child brings 
to the classroom.  We educators 
must be keepers of the children’s 
dreams, standing up for each child 
who enters school doors.”

Warm yourself and those
in financial need
Craven’s Coffee, together with Avista Utilities,
introduces a special coffee blend called Share
the Warmth with a portion of each purchase going
to Project Share, a community funded organization
that helps families in need pay their energy bills. So, whenever you warm
up with a cup of this smoky mixture of light and dark roasts, you’re helping
someone else stay warm, too.

Share the Warmth Blend coffee is available at all Tidyman’s, Rosauers and
Yoke’s grocery stores.

You can also make donations to Project Share on your energy bill. Donate
on your monthly statement by indicating a write-in contribution of $2, $5,
$10 or more. The pledge will then appear on your monthly statement as a
reminder.

Your donation or monthly pledge helps local families stay warm. A little
each month goes a long way.

T E S O L  i n  Tu s c a n yT E S O L  i n  Tu s c a n yT E S O L  i n  Tu s c a n y    
TESOL Certificate Course In Italy 

Gonzaga University   June 16 — June 27, 2008 

Certificate course in teaching English as a foreign language  
Study Italian and experience the Tuscan culture!  
Explore language teaching methods and strategies 
Assistance with overseas job placement  

 

Graduate and undergraduate credit  
Experience Italy this summer! 
K 12 endorsement credit

Call: (509) 323-5560 or  
E-mail: tuscany@gonzaga.edu 

www.gonzaga.edu/tuscany 

Faith, community leaders urge making dream a reality

Bishop William Skylstad, Rabbi Jack Isakson, Terry McGonigal and Nancy Stowell, center, were 
among speakers at the commemoration service.  Sharon Jones, left, directed the community choir.

Continued from page 1

Continued on next page

THE HABITAT STORE
New & Used Building Materials

Customers needed!

Donations needed!

Volunteers needed!
CALL FOR DETAILS

509.535.9517
850 E. Trent • Spokane

Store Hours Mon-Sat 9-6

OPEN

TO THE

PUBLIC!
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Indians benefit from King
Opening the pre-march rally, 

Pat Moses, a member of the Spo-
kane Tribe from Wellpinit and a 
graduate of Eastern Washington 
University, said that “through the 
ages, men like King have brought 
people a long way, helping them 
to see that life is precious.  

“Because of him, many of us 
are better off,” Pat said. “King 
led people to a better life, a better 
living and better living standards.  
Our people have lived in condi-
tions and circumstances that are 
not good.  We can make this 
country and town better and can 
change hearts.”

He said the Plateau people in 
the area before the missionaries 
came had their own religion and 
understanding of the spirit being 
in everything.  While some have 
adapted, many still hold the tradi-
tional ways.

In the 1880s, there was war 
over the land where the Spokane 
people came each year to fish 
along the Spokane Falls. One of 
three warriors caught and hanged 
as war criminals sang a song of 
hope and a prayer for the Indian 
people before he was killed.  Pat 
sang that song, calling for unity.
Mayor calls for unity

Mayor Verner also called for 
putting differences aside and be-
ing a unified community around 
King’s dream to be one society 
with equality and freedom for all, 
open to discovering the unique 
human being each person is.

“We march to embrace our dif-
ferences, our diverse cultures in 
a fabric of many colors, rejoicing 
in the richness of our community 
from the original people of Spo-
kane Falls to new people with 
different voices,” she said.

She also expressed support for 
naming a street in King’s honor 
and moving beyond that symbolic 
gesture to live his dream in “our 
daily walks.”
Commissioner humbled

Spokane County Commissioner 
Bonnie Mager felt humbled to 
speak as a white woman who grew 
up in a white neighborhood and 
attended a white high school with 
only two black students.  Her first 
black friends were in college.

“How can I speak about oppres-
sion I did not live or understand 
the effect of the oppression from 
the culture I lived in?” she won-
dered, stirred by the theme, “The 
Silence Is Deafening.”

“I can voice what I know of 
hurtful things swept under the 
carpet for racism.  King gave his 
life for freedom from hatred and 
prejudice.  He did not limit that to 
one group.  His vision was univer-
sal.  He also wanted to free whites 

from oppression,” Bonnie said.
One of King’s quotes about hu-

man salvation being “in the hands 
of the creatively maladjusted” 
connected with her experience 
in the 1970s at the University of 
Oregon’s Newman Center.  There 
she was in a group that studied 
Scriptures, worked at a 
soup kitchen, marched 
for peace and justice, 
and referred to them-
selves as the “Order of 
Malcontents.”  Con-
sidering herself still 
“malcontent,” she told 
of growing up in a racist society.

When Bonnie was a child, her 
Italian-immigrant, coal-miner 
grandfather introduced her to 
prejudice when he would not let 
her play with a Mexican girl down 
the street.  

Her parents taught that preju-
dice was wrong and that God 
loves everyone the same but her 
mother fretted in the 1960s that 
a Negro or Mexican might rent a 
little rental house they owned.

When two black students en-
rolled in her high school, Bonnie’s 
classmates befriended them be-
cause in 1966 they knew prejudice 
was wrong, but when she danced 
with one of the black students at a 
dance, a friend worried about her 
reputation and a cousin wondered 
if she would marry “one.”

At 16, she was angry and upset 
about the hypocrisy and injustice 
of such messages of racism by her 
family and friends.

“The 1960s were times of 
subtle as well as violent struggles, 
struggles we still face,” Bonnie 
said.  “Forty years have passed, 
and strides have been made, yet 
our culture still whispers a racist 
message that people of color are 
different, untrustworthy and scary, 
a message of injustice that still 
creates stereotypes and results in 
higher rates of imprisonment for 
people of color, lower rates of 
upward mobility and a message 
that imprisons both the oppressor 

and oppressed.”
A black college student recently 

told of women grabbing their 
purses close as he pushes his cart 
down the supermarket aisle.  A 
black friend told of a young child 
curious about her dark skin asking 
her mother why her skin was so 
dark.  The mother replied, “Sh! 
She can’t help it!”

“The work of making King’s 
dream reality is unfinished.  We 
must continually break the silence 
by having the courage to stand up 
and speak out against injustice in 
all its forms,” Bonnie said.

For information, call 455-8722.

Visit www.whitworth.edu/wim (after Feb. 1), or contact Toni Sutherland 
at 509.777.4345 or tsutherland@whitworth.edu. 

Bible Hour:
Steve Hayner, associate professor of evangelism and church 
growth at Columbia Theological Seminary and former president of 
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

Evening Worship :
Craig Barnes, senior pastor, Shadyside Presbyterian Church, 
and the Robert Meneilly Professor of Leadership and Ministry at 
Pittsburgh Theological Seminary

Communion and Commissioning Service :
William P. Robinson, president, Whitworth University

Workshops :
Led by Whitworth faculty and staff

July 7-11, 2008

The 33nd Annual

Whitworth Institute of Ministry

Plus special programs for children and teens, as well as 
recreational opportunities, and family activities

Lenten Song and Silence
       Feb. 23, 2008 -- Shonna Bartlett

God’s Presence in our Life Journey
       March 1 -- Sr. Mary Garvin, SNJM

Holiness and Wholeness -- IN THE TRI CITIES
        April 19 -- Sr. Celeste Crine

Come to the Water

Where: The Ministry Institute - 405 E. Sinto, Spokane WA
Time: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. (lunch included)
Cost:  $20 per person
Contact:  Shonna Bartlett - 509-323-6012 or bartlets@gonzaga.edu

Saturday Reflections

Join the SRSWS and the 
Spokane Public Library to 
promote recycling.  Learn 
to make paper from 
recycled paper. Take your 
paper home to make the 
perfect Valentine! 

Show your love for the 
earth by recycling!

Make a Recycled Paper 
Valentine!

Schedule

East Side Library
Wed.  Feb. 6
4:00 PM

South Hill Library
Thurs.  Feb. 7
4:00 PM

Downtown Library
Sat.  Feb. 9
11:00 AM

Shadle Library
Sat.  Feb. 9
2:00 PM

Hillyard Library
Wed.  Feb. 13
4:00 PM

Indian Trail Library
Thurs.  Feb.14
4:00 PM

www.solidwaste.org

Recycling Hotline, 625-6800

Have A 

Have a Heart ... Recycle!

Commissioner describes subtleties of racism in her upbringing

West Central churches—St. Joseph’s Catholic, Salem Lutheran, 
Holy Trinity Episcopal, West Central Christian Ministries—

marched from West Central to the rally and in the march.

Constance Rice

Baha’i carry “banner” made of T-shirt messages.

Lutheran Bishop Martin 
Wells, left background, catches 

up with Episcopal Bishop 
Jim Waggoner, walking with 
Lynda Maraby, who carried 

the Holy Trinity banner.

Continued from previous page

Contact us about our online course!

Westminster Congregational UCC marched with their banner.

Bonnie 
Mager
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By Virginia de Leon
When Bob Bennett talks about 

human rights, he often speaks of 
the “inalienable rights” Thomas 
Jefferson emphasized in the Dec-
laration of Independence.

“Rights aren’t something you 
have to earn. You are born with 
them,” said Bob, the new execu-
tive director of North Idaho’s Hu-
man Rights Education Institute.

Treating others with respect 
and dignity is a lesson he tries to 
impart to others. 

As a high school teacher in the 
1960s and later as a principal and 
superintendent, he reached out 
to students and their families, so 
learning would be based on rela-
tionships beyond as well as within 
the classroom.  As president of 
several colleges, including North 
Idaho College from 1987 to 1997, 
Bob made a point to listen—
especially to those whose voices 
were never heard.

Now, as leader of the region’s 
institute that teaches about human 
rights, he encourages conversa-
tion among people to promote 
equality through education.

He is convinced that the way 
to make a difference in this world 
is through education.

As HREI director, Bob is cur-
rently reaching out to youth to 
showcase diversity and human 
rights in a way that encompasses 
music, art, sports and other every-
day topics.

This winter, the HREI is focus-
ing on racial and gender equity 
in high school and college ath-
letics. 

As part of that program, 
the institute sponsored an essay 
contest, asking high school and 
college students to write about 
how sports changed or affected 
their attitudes toward diversity.  
The HREI asked younger students 
to participate in a poster contest, 
creating an image “celebrating 
participation in activities free of 
racial, gender and other bias.”

For its Martin Luther King Jr. 
celebration in January, Bob and 
several volunteers put together an 
exhibit called “It’s About Time,” 
featuring the photographs, med-
als, jerseys, cleats and other items 
of a diverse group of athletes from 
the region and country. 

The HREI also organized school 
assemblies at Coeur d’Alene and 
Lake City high schools, as well 
as a student summit with Josh 
Culbreath, bronze medalist in 
the 400-meter hurdles during the 
1956 Olympics, along with other 
athletes of color.

In February, the institute will 
bring together female coaches, 
athletes and leaders for a summit 
called, “It’s Taken a Long Time, 
Baby … and We’re Not There 
Yet!”   Area students will be 

invited to take part in a contest 
discussing how gender equity in 
sports influenced their lives.

Future exhibits and discussions 
will focus on such topics as art, 
music and the environment. 

Bob plans to have more sum-
mits and school assemblies, as 
well as brown-bag lunches and 
community forums.  He also 
hopes to involve more volunteers 
and organizations—including 
churches, corporations and com-
munity groups.

“There are many ways to look 
at our attempt to live together 
harmoniously,” Bob said. “I want 
to create an atmosphere where 
people will feel comfortable talk-
ing about the things they might 
have been too scared or embar-
rassed to talk about before.  It’s 
important for us to have these 
conversations.”

The institute in downtown 
Coeur d’Alene is the educational 
arm of the Kootenai County Task 
Force on Human Relations—a 
group of community leaders who 
banded together in 1981 in re-
sponse to the then-growing pres-
ence of the Aryan Nations.

For nearly three decades, neo-
Nazis and their leader, the late 

Richard Butler, tarnished the re-
gion’s image by building a 20-acre 
compound for racists in Hayden, 
Idaho.  To combat their hate and 
bigotry, the grassroots task force 
helped establish anti-harassment 
legislation in Idaho. 

Their efforts were recognized 
in 1987 when the City of Coeur 
d’Alene received the Raoul Wal-
lenberg Civic Award.  A year 
later, the task force started the 
Human Rights Education Institute 
to promote diversity, justice and 
human rights in North Idaho and 
beyond.

 After the Aryan Nations lost a 
lawsuit that bankrupted Butler and 
led to the compound’s closure in 
2000, the Human Rights Educa-
tion Institute received a $1 million 
grant from the Massachusetts-
based Gregory Carr Institute.

Organizers used the money to 
renovate the former Union Pacific 
Railroad sub-station near Coeur 
d’Alene City Park, turning the 
run-down building into a center 
dedicated to educating the world 
about human rights.

Bob is the third executive di-
rector since the center opened on 
International Human Rights Day 
in December 2005.

After a two-year, nation-wide 
search that drew more than 200 
applicants, the HREI’s 11-mem-
ber board of directors discovered 
last summer they didn’t need to 
look far.  Their candidate was 
already in Coeur d’Alene.

Bob, who retired from his NIC 
post seven years ago, was sur-
prised when board members asked 
him to apply. 

Although he enjoyed playing 
racquetball, traveling to Mexico 
and other perks of retirement, he 
knew he needed to be of service 
to the task force. 

He also couldn’t resist the chal-
lenge of bringing diverse groups 
together and leading an organiza-
tion dedicated to ideals of justice 
and equality he espoused as an 
educator.

Bob finds the many facets of 
human rights a challenge—from 
the historic struggle of women 
and minorities for equality to the 
obstacles faced by seniors, people 
with disabilities, lesbians and 
gays, and others who are on the 
fringes of society. 

“It’s about showing and teach-
ing people how to treat one an-
other with respect and decency,” 
he said.

He finds that promoting diver-
sity and human rights may be a 
more difficult task in the absence 
of a tangible foe, such as the 
neo-Nazis, because some people 
wrongly conclude the problem of 
racism has been solved, he said. 

Bigotry and intolerance contin-
ue to plague our community, Bob 
said, and there are still many who 
continue to be hurt by people’s 
ignorance and discrimination.

Once he, too, was naively un-
aware of the problem. Working 
as a stock boy during his teens in 

Hannibal, Mo., Bob once invited 
his African-American boss to 
meet him at the corner café. 

The man, who never had a title 
despite his supervisory position 
and who was known in town 
only as “Gravy,” showed up that 
afternoon but he waited in the 
kitchen. Even though segregation 
was a fact of life for most African 
Americans, Bob had no inkling 
until then that his black friend 
wasn’t allowed to sit in the café 
with him and other whites.

This memory, along with his 
experience as an educator work-
ing with diverse communities, 
influenced his lifelong goal of 
bringing people together.

Born in California, Bob grew 
up in the Midwest, where he 
graduated from the community 
college in Burlington, Iowa, be-
fore earning a bachelor’s degree in 
English and history from Western 
Illinois University. 

After working as a high school 
social studies and English teacher, 
he earned a master’s degree from 
Truman College in Kirksville, 
Mo., and then a doctoral degree 
from Iowa State University. 

He and his wife, Donna Ben-
nett, will celebrate their 50th 
anniversary this year. The couple 
has three grown children and four 
grandchildren.

A few months after celebrat-
ing his 70th birthday, Bob was 
at work—leading the small non-
profit that requires him not only 
to create educational programs, 
manage volunteers and do com-
munity outreach, but also to an-
swer phones, help set up exhibits 
and occasionally shovel snow and 
clean windows.

For information, call 208-292-2359 
or visit www.hrei.org.

‘Forgiveness: A Path 
to Peace, Joy and Love’

Interfaith Creation Spirituality Retreat 
Brother Joe Kilikevice  & Quan Yin (Dr. Lynne Williams) 

March 27-30, 2008 - Camp N-Sid-Sen
Cost per person $225 — after March 1 - $275  

For further information, visit
www.kohles.com/retreat2008 or call 208-687-5255

Building on Faith
with Habitat for Humanity!

Put your faith into action!  Organize a build day with 
your faith group to help build decent, affordable homes.

• Groups up to 15 
people, ages 16 or 
older

• Building Wed-Sat

• For more info or a 
presentation, contact 
Vickie at Habitat-
Spokane, 509-534-
2552, ext. 19.

www.habitat-spokane.org

A nonprofit
Fair Trade Market
35 W. Main - 838-0664

Providing Spokane with the 
opportunity to RELIEVE 

POVERTY and offer HOPE 
AND DIGNITY worldwide 

by selling FAIRLY TRADED 
HANDICRAFTS 

FROM ARTISANS 
AROUND THE WORLD 

Monday-Saturday 10:30 - 5:30

Bob Bennett instills awareness that human rights are ‘inalienable’

Bob Bennett outside the Human Rights Education Institute
Photo by Virginia de Leon

Master of Arts in Religious 
Studies 
Concentrations in: 
Systematic Theology 
Biblical Studies
Spirituality 

For further information contact:   
religiousstudies@gonzaga.edu 
or visit our web site at: 

http://guweb2.gonzaga.edu/religiousstudies/

Department of Religious Studies 
Gonzaga University 
AD Box 57 
Spokane, WA   99258 
(509) 323-6782
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Peace  •  Trust  •  Respect
Providing quality funeral, cemetery & cremation services 

with care, compassion and dignity

Funeral Homes
Ball & Dodd Funeral Homes
  West 5100 Wellesley, Spokane ..................	 509 328-5620
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes
  1306 North Monroe St., Spokane  .............. 509 327-6666
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes
  1306 North Pines Rd., Spokane  ................ 509 924-9700
Thornhill Valley Chapel
  1400 South Pines Rd., Spokane  ............... 509 924-2211

Pre-arrangement Plans Available
www.dignitymemorial.com     www.BestHalf.com

www.spokanefuneralhomes.com

• National Network

• National Portability

• 100% Service Guarantee

• 24-Hour Compassion Help-Line

By Steve Blewett
For many people, “church” is 

closely associated with a structure 
somewhere—four walls, a ceil-
ing and all the rest of the regular 
accoutrements—along with the 
community that goes with it.

For Francis Garrett, “church” is 
Habitat for Humanity-Spokane—
including the 150 or so homes he 
has helped build, and the volun-
teers and others he has in the past 
and still does work with.

Francis, who turned 90 last 
September, doesn’t have anything 
against typical churches.  He was 
baptized into and grew up in the 
Southern Baptist church.

Travel around the United States 
and the world on his various jobs 
with Chicago Bridge and Iron 
Company made it difficult for 
him to stay connected with regular 
congregations.  

After he retired and settled in 
Spokane in 1980, he was so busy 
with other things he never recon-
nected with his religious roots.  

One of the things that kept him 
busy was rental properties he pur-
chased and renovated.  Then, his 
wife became ill, and he became 
her primary caregiver until her 
illness progressed and Hospice 
stepped in to help.

When she died 13 years ago 
he gave the rental properties 
to his daughter Ginger and son 
Ronald, who encouraged him to 
volunteer at the COPS substation 
in Northwest Spokane and to join 
the Neighborhood Observation 
Patrol—NOPS.

A neighbor who is a member of 
Audubon Park Methodist Church 
recruited him to help sort food 
every Tuesday at Second Harvest 
Food Bank, and another friend 
introduced him to Habitat.

Habitat seems a natural con-
nection for someone with Francis’ 
background.

Over his 48-year career with 
Chicago Bridge—he began with 
the company when he was 17—he 
progressed from filing drawings 
to becoming manager of sales 
administration for the company 
in the Philippines, where he pre-
sented a proposal to build the pen-
stocks for a major hydroelectric 
development in Indonesia—quite 
leap for him from his childhood in 
Birmingham, Alabama.

In his 48 years with the com-
pany, he worked on construction 
projects around the world, includ-
ing refinery projects in Missis-
sippi, Germany and South Africa, 
and nuclear reactor containment 
vessels back in the U.S.

 Now, he claims he is learning 
as much working at Habitat as he 
is able to teach.

“I have done pretty much ev-
erything with Habitat,” he said,  

“framing, wiring, sheet rock work, 
some finish work (including put-
ting the facing on electrical outlets 
and light switches the day he was 
interviewed), but they don’t let me 
up on the roofs anymore—I’m a 
little wobbly right now.”

He may be, but that doesn’t di-
minish the admiration he evinces 
from his coworkers.

“I’d like to be half as good as 
Francis when I’m 90,” said Mark 
Correll, construction supervisor 
at the Habitat project at 1216 E. 
North Street.  “He is willing to do 
any kind of work.”

Francis is modest about his 
contributions.

“At one dedication a little girl 
took my hand and led me into the 
house and up the stairs into a bed-
room and said, ‘This is my room.’  
Well, you know, it just brought 
tears to my eyes,” Francis said.

“At my age it’s not so easy 
to drag myself out of bed in the 
morning, especially on days like 
this (it was 10 degrees outside 
that day), but working with these 

guys on these projects makes it 
easier.”

Francis appreciates helping 
people build a foundation for 
themselves and their families.

“There is nothing more impor-
tant,” he said.

Francis said he learned his work 
ethic from his parents and his 
brother and three sisters.

“We were poor.  So we learned 
to do for ourselves,” he said.

Learning to do for himself also 
has come to mean doing for oth-
ers, like the people who benefit 
from Habitat—especially the fam-
ily of 12 who will soon move into 
a house Francis is helping finish.

Habitat for Humanity-Spokane, 
at 732 N. Napa, continually needs 
volunteers to help with construc-
tion.  Volunteers must be 16 years 
or older of any skill level.  Onsite 
training is provided—from swing-
ing a hammer to running materi-
als, stocking the warehouse and 
refinishing cabinets.

Construction volunteers help 
from 8:30 a.m. to noon and from 

12:30 to 4 p.m., Wednesdays 
through Saturdays.

Habitat-Spokane currently 
needs the following volunteers:  a 
materials coordinator to help with 
material deliveries; a warehouse 
manager to do inventory control, 
shipping and receiving, power 
tool repairs and vehicle mainte-
nance, and construction site crew 
leaders, with background in home 
construction.

In addition, there are non-con-
struction volunteer opportunities, 
serving on committees and in the 

office. Committees plan the an-
nual “Raise the Roof” auction, 
procure auction items, develop 
house plans, secure supplies, work 
with families, build relations with 
the faith community, select fami-
lies, choose sites, raise funds and 
do office work.

Habitat for Humanity-Spokane 
is an ecumenical, nonprofit Chris-
tian ministry whose mission is to 
bring the community together to 
build decent, affordable homes for 
people in need.

For information, call 534-2552.

Diploma in
Lay Pastoral Ministry

 

The program 
trains, equips, 
and supports lay 
people to serve 
more effectively 
as commissioned 
lay pastors, as 
lay ministers and 
in other paid and 
unpaid lay-leadership positions in the Presbyterian 
Church (USA), as well as in other denominations. 

Program Format
• Eight foundational courses

	 Survey of the Old Testament	
	 Survey of the New Testament
	 Church History			 
	 Introduction to Pastoral Care & Counseling
	  Christian Theology			 
	 Worship and the Sacraments		
	 Polity and Church Leadership     	
	 Preaching Principles and Practice 
• Two additional educational experiences
• Reading assignments
• Post-class papers and/or projects

Program Schedule 
Session I:    June 2 – 6, 2008

9 a.m. – noon and 2 – 5 p.m.

Session II:   June 9 – 13, 2008
9 a.m. – noon and 2 – 5 p.m.

Program Faculty
Whitworth College faculty and staff and other 

qualified instructors from the community.

Program Costs
$250/course plus room and board 

For More Information, contact: Rev. Tim Dolan  
Diploma in Lay Pastoral Ministry 

Whitworth University
(509) 777-4676  •  tdolan@whitworth.edu

To register online, visit 
www.whitworth.edu/faithcenter
Registration deadline is May 1

At 90, Francis Garrett has done most Habitat construction tasks

Francis Garrett works with construction supervisor.
Photo by Steve Blewett

Introductory Workshop:

‘Paths to Resilience after Crises’
Center for Organizational Reform offers workshop 

on how crises impact people and congregations, 
and steps to help them heal. 

For people of all faiths • Two 3 1/2-hour sessions
 1-4:30 p.m., Monday & Wednesday, Feb. 11 & 17

St. Joseph’s Family Center, 1016 N. Superior
 $75 /person • Cohort (6-20) $1,500 • Scholarships available

Information and registration at 
www.corhome.org

Find your "Point of Inspiration" at

Year-round facility—270 acres & 4,800 feet of waterfront 
on the east shore of Lake Coeur d'Alene.

 •  Open for non-profit groups from 16 to 160
 •  Two retreat lodges with all facilities
 •	 Fourteen cabins with baths down the trail
 •	 Lakeside chapel
 •	 Open-air pavilion for worship, dance or programs
 •	 Sheltered cove for swimming and boat moorage
 •	 Excellent food service, served family style
 • 	 Canoes and sailboats available
 •	 Hiking trails
 • 	 Adventure challenge course
 •	 Volleyball, basketball and horseshoes

Call 1-800-448-3489 to reserve your date 
for retreats, seminars, workshops or fellowship!  

Come and catch the spirit!
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In the market economy, the new word for propaganda is ‘spin’
Supposedly, we are in an age of infor-

mation, but much of what comes our way 
on television, radio, internet, print media 
and those thumb-operated gizmos is buzz, 
spin and rumor.  In this election year, it 
already seems particularly deafening and 
mind-numbing.  Finding real information 
is becoming a discipline in itself.

Many in history, psychology and so-
ciology classes have learned about the 
basic techniques of propaganda, such as 
scapegoating, the misuse of statistics and 
the use of generalities of both the dire and 
the glittering varieties.

The term “spin” replaces “propaganda” 
in popular usage of today’s market soci-
ety.  Spin sounds relatively harmless—the 
game played by opposing candidates and 
media—but it’s the same old stuff, facili-
tated by newer and faster technology.

A misuse of statistics popped up in the 
State of the Union address, when the Presi-

dent stated what the “average” tax rebate 
would be under the economic stimulus 
package he has agreed to.  For many people, 
“average” is synonymous with usual or 
typical.  It isn’t, and we’ve heard this before 
regarding tax cuts.  

When there is a wide spread in numbers 
being averaged, the average is meaningless:  
A doctor, a lawyer and a bad statistician 
went deer hunting with bows and arrows.  
A deer appeared.  The doctor’s arrow went 
two feet to the right.  The lawyer’s arrow 
went two feet to the left.  The statistician 
shouted, “We got him!”

For those who realize that truth in adver-
tising is not mandatory, there is help in the 
book, unSpun: Finding Facts in a World 
of Disinformation by Brooks Jackson and 
Kathleen Hall Jamieson. 

Brooks, whose background is in inves-
tigative reporting, runs FactCheck.org, a 
project of the Annenberg Public Policy 

Center, which they describe as “a consumer 
advocate for voters.”  Kathleen is a profes-
sor of communication at the University of 
Pennsylvania and director of its Annenberg 
Public Policy Center. 

Their 195-page paperback is a handbook 
for the factually deprived, meant to give 
readers tools for recognizing and avoiding 
spin and for finding solid facts.  In these 
days of “truthiness,” finding facts that stand 
up to scrutiny can be a challenge.

Information in unSpun is based on 
FactCheck.org.  They look for misleading 
techniques in political ads and speech.  
Their examples are real.  The information 
sources they provide are some they use in 
checking accuracy of political claims.

Because political ads and speeches cover 
a gamut of people’s concerns, so do the 
information sources listed, such as Quack-
watch  (www.quackwatch.org), a guide to 
“Quackery, Health Fraud, and Intelligent 

Decisions” about medicine.   
Their overall guide to reliable informa-

tion sources is the Librarians’ Internet 
Index (www.lii.org).  Websites  listed have 
been screened by professional librarians 
and are linked to the index.  This retired 
reference librarian likes what she has found 
there and reminds those without internet 
connections to ask their librarian to teach 
them to use internet at the library.  

FactCheck.org offers a sign up to have 
information sent to an email or can be read 
onsite as summaries or complete accounts.  
If they make a mistake, they correct it.

Brooks and Kathleen have five sugges-
tions for staying unSpun: 1) keep an open 
mind, 2) ask questions, 3) cross-check 
sources, 4) look for the best evidence and 
5) weigh the evidence.

Accurate information is crucial to hold-
ing government accountable.

Nancy Minard - Editorial Team

The Western world is cluttered 
with distractions that compel us to care 
more about how we look than about the 
suffering that went into the clothes that 
make us look good.  It is difficult to see this 
unjust part and parcel of our way of being, 
yet God calls us to that place.

God calls us to that place where the bad 
choices of our times have created hunger, 
war, homelessness or personal misery, but 
we can only make that stand against “that 
which is not perfect” from the secure and 
eternal foundation of that Presence that 
is perfect.  So let us stand against all that 
is not yet this Love as a part of this great 
celebration that is Life itself, living in the 
oneness of God even while living in this 
two-pronged world.

The Rev. Redhawk Rice-Sauer
Covenant Christian Church

I live in a 100-year-old house 
and I love it every season except winter.  
It is cold.  The house is drafty.  I have on a 
wool sweater and a down vest.  My mother 
grew up on a poor dirt farm in Minnesota.  
I can’t imagine how cold that house was 
in the winter.  All my life I heard her say 
she was so blessed to have a warm bed to 
sleep in.  

How thankful are we for our warm beds 
this winter?  A warm winter bed can be a 
metaphor for comfort—not just creature 
comfort but also the mental letting go of 
bedtime and slipping away to the other-
worldliness of sleep. 

We can add to these comforts the comfort 
of God, spirit and hope.

Comfort, a blessed mixture of body, mind 
and spirit, is what Isaiah prays for people to 
have when the prophet cries out, “Comfort, 
comfort my people” and “Cry unto her that 
her conflict is over, her sin forgiven.”

What greater comfort can there be than 
to live in body—free from conflicts of war, 
argument, petty fighting, self-despising and 
greed; free from the conflicts of doubt, fear 
and hopelessness, or free from poverty and 
homelessness or fighting the cold?

The Rev. Dick Finch
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church

I doubt that animals and birds 
waste much time wondering and worrying 
about the future, but humans do.  Psychics 
advertise regularly wanting to share their 
mythical visions into our future for a hand-
some fee, of course.  Astrologers are busy 
analyzing the alignment of the stars in order 
to grade our days on a scale of one-to-10.  
We seem to be “hard wired” for curiosity 
into our future, but nobody knows what the 
future holds.

One certainty is that the  months ahead 
will be a blend of the desirable and the 
undesirable, the good and the bad, pleasant 
surprises and sad disappointments.  That’s 
just the way life is.

Curiosity is one thing, but worry quite an-
other.  Those who avidly seek to know what 
the future holds often do so thinking that 
they might ward off some real or imagined 

evil.  If a car wreck is “in the cards,” then 
perhaps they should take a train.  Rather 
than try to peer into the future, Jesus tells us 
“do not be anxious.” (Luke 12:22-31)  He 
points to the realm of nature and asks his 
followers to consider birds, flowers and all 
growing things.  They simply don’t carry 
around the “worry baggage” that we do.

Don’t worry about March, July or No-
vember.  Take a day at a time and savor the 
joy, drink in the beauty and rely on God’s 
presence and strength for the rest.

The Rev. Wilbur Rees-pastor emeritus
Shalom United Church of Christ - 

Richland

God calls us to serve in many 
spheres—in our homes, among family and 
friends, on the job, in our community and 
in our communities of faith.

God gives us each unique gifts for the 
service God has called us to.  Can you say 
in each of these spheres:  “I am doing what 
God has made me good at doing.”

It’s probably hardest at home.  There are 
fewer of us there, and jobs need to be done 
whether there’s someone gifted for them.  
In some things, we just muddle through.

Other areas of life are different.  Hope-
fully, most of us find our way into jobs that 
match our gifts.  When we offer ourselves in 
service to the community, we likely offer to 
do what we know we are good at doing.

What about in our congregations?  Paul 
wrote to the Romans, “In Christ, we, though 
many, form one body, and each member 

belongs to all the others.”  We should be 
able to affirm we are doing what God has 
made us good at doing.  God’s word tells us 
God has provided the gifts we need, when 
we use them for the good of all.

God stretches us sometimes, giving us 
abilities we haven’t yet explored.  When 
we are in a place of service that doesn’t 
match our gifts, we may become frustrated 
and discouraged. 

 That may be God’s way of telling us it’s 
time for a change, time to seek to serve in 
another way.

The Rev. Ladd Bjorneby
Zion Lutheran - Spokane

Toward the end of Dietrich Bon-
hoeffer’s book, Life Together, he lists the 
ministries of the church.  They are not what 
we would expect, and they are not just to be 
performed by a professional minister.  They 
are ministries of the whole church. 

The ministries are: holding one’s tongue, 
being meek or thinking little of oneself, 
listening patiently to understand, helpful-
ness that is open to interruptions, bearing 
other’s burdens, proclaiming God’s Word 
to a brother or sister who needs to hear it, 
and having authority that comes from being 
a faithful, trusted servant.

So much of what passes for Christianity 
in our culture is mindless fluff.  It’s help-
ful to remember that life together requires 
patience and hard work.

The Rev. Don Hoffman
Creston Christian Church

Letter to the Editor Sounding Board Newsletter Excerpts

Editorial Reflections

‘Thinking Scrooge’ can keep the Christmas in our lives all year
As winter deepens and the Christmas sea-

son wanes, many people seem to struggle 
with carrying the message of Christmas 
with them throughout the year.  For many, 
gloom and even depression far too eas-
ily replace the genuine spirit of sharing, 
optimism and joy that epitomize the true 
meaning of Christmas.

Perhaps economic realities set in at the 
first of the year.  Perhaps it is just the natural 
letdown we often feel after a feast of family, 
fellowship and sharing.

I sometimes struggle to internalize the 
messages so profoundly expressed in 
Mary’s acceptance of her call to serve, the 
human struggles Joseph experiences before 
his life-affirming choice to listen to God’s 
call and believe in his wife’s destiny, and 
the other simple and yet profound nar-
ratives of the shepherds, wise men and 
angels heralding God’s wondrous gift to 
humankind.  Often they don’t seem to 
resonate with me as much after the season 
as they do during.

That’s why I like to “Think Scrooge.”
Scrooge is one of the most wonderful 

and real characters in Western literature, 
and one of the most enigmatic.

It’s amazing just how misrepresented 
Scrooge is.  Ask almost any group of people 
what they think about Scrooge, and most 
of those who are familiar with the story 
will describe him as the perfect example 
of greed, misery and failure.

Which is opposite what he really is:  the 
perfect human example of the power of 
the authentic Christmas message—of the 
power of salvation.

He was miserable, greedy, alone and 
scorned.  He was given great wealth and 
had no idea how to use it appropriately.  His 
life was almost over.  He was that laborer in 
the vineyard who came last to the call and 
almost missed the opportunity.

When confronted with the truth about 
himself, with what his life was about, with 
the consequences of his choices, and with 
the opportunity to do something about it, 
he changes.

Not only does he make the commitment 
to change himself, but also he acts.  He 
does as much as he can to help those he has 

wronged and to hold the spirit of Christ-
mas in his heart not only at Christmas but 
throughout the year.

The authenticity and power of Scrooge’s 
story are evident by the amazing number of 
times the story has been copied and retold 
over the century and a half since Charles 
Dickens wrote it.  That is the case because 
Dickens was inspired by the redemption 
messages of the Christian Gospels, and 
especially the story of Zacchaeus, the tax 
collector in Luke who, when recognized by 
Christ, makes the commitment to become 
a new man.

I have a tough time relating to Zacchaeus, 
Joseph, the shepherds or the wise men, but 
I can relate to Scrooge.  Like him, I have 
allowed myself far too many times to forget 
how fortunate I am, how much I can do, 
how many gifts I have been given by God, 
to let “business” squeeze out the way of 
spirit.  I too often left charity up to others, 
and allowed myself to replace hope with 
cynicism or despair.

So, when I struggle to retain that Christ-
mas spirit, I try to “Think Scrooge”:   

• By remembering those I have wronged 
and seeking their forgiveness, at least in 
my heart.

• By looking for ways I can do some 
small thing to make someone else’s life a 
little easier, even if it is only helping them 
shovel their driveway, buying them a cup 
of coffee, complimenting them or visiting 
them.

• By remembering we all are broken or at 
least a little bent, and that we can be made 
whole by accepting God’s love, forgiveness 
and healing.

• By remembering Scrooge’s plaintive 
cry when conveyed to his own grave by the 
Ghost of Christmas Yet to Come:

“I will honor Christmas in my heart, and 
try to keep it all the year. I will live in the 
Past, the Present, and the Future. The Spir-
its of all Three shall strive within me. I will 
not shut out the lessons that they teach.”

• By remembering it is never too late to 
change and Christmas can be in our hearts 
the whole year, if only we let it.

God bless us, every one.
Steve Blewett - Editorial Team
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C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

“Reneighboring” West Central
The Jubilee Community exists to provide affordable, 

co-operative rental and owner-occupied living for singles 
to families in Spokane’s historic West Central neighborhood

“Come celebrate community, simplified living, 
and working for social justice.”
Lease a lifestyle, don’t rent housing!

Jubilee Community & Housing Ministries
509.328.4540         jubileecommunity@hotmail.com

Hillyard Florist
FULL SERVICE FLOWER SHOP

4915 N. MARKET - Spokane
www.hillyardflorist.com

489-5001

Come and enjoy a retreat 
or camping with your 

family and friends.
Church & youth groups welcome.

For a brochure or info, call

255-6122
or email

nicomcclellan@hotmail.com
Retreats • Camps • Seminars

Holiday Parties • Family Camping

Reunions and More!
Class Space available for yoga 

and study groups.

on Liberty Lake

Located on 52 acres 
of wildlife – with lake access

   
     

    
       

        
    

     
      



Calendar of Events

 

R O S A  G A L L IC A  
An Eclectic Little LifeStyle Boutique 
Located in Historic Paulsen House 

 
~Earth Conscious~ 

Antiques (sustainable)  
Organic Body 

Organic Garden/Accessories 
Fair Trade 

 
~Individuated Collections 

for the Discerning  
Eco-Minded Person~  

 
Wed-Fri: Noon-5,  Sat: 10-3 

The Episcopal Diocese of Spokane 
245 E. 13th on the South Hill 

East of Grand Blvd 
Parking at rear 
509-954-4328 

Non profit 

Try our skin friendly Winter 
solutions:

Fair Trade, Organic Shea 
Butter skin care
Pré de Provence lotions, 
creams, soaps
Crabtree & Evelyn 
Gardeners

Fair Trade Organic Chocolates 
and Coffees

G. Lalo & Rossi Stationery 
Antiques, Collectibles and so 
much more!

Organic Fertilizers For House 
Plants

Now Open

“The Old Laundry Room 
Annex” for organic fertilizers, 
plant food, plants, garden 
accessories, organic advice

Hours  

Wed–Fri  Noon–5 
Sat  10–3
(other days if Gloria is home)

Contact
Gloria Waggoner
gloriaw@spokanediocese.org 
509.954.4328

Non–profit for the preservation 
of Paulsen House

at Paulsen House

~Register for February/March $50 gift basket drawing~

ROSA  GALLICA
An Eclectic Little LifeStyle Boutique in Historic Paulsen House
Earth Conscious
Antiques (sustainable) 
Organic Body
Organic Garden/Accessories
Fair Trade

Individuated Collections 
for the Discerning Eco-Minded Person 

Wed-Fri Sat
Noon-5 10-3

245 E. 13th on the South Hill
East of Grand Blvd

Parking at rear
509.954.4328Non-profit

Jobs not Jails
Unique Urban Apparel 

to Combat

Gangs and Youth Violence

The Book Parlor

1414 W. Broadway

jobsnotjails@hotmail.com

Caregivers Wanted
‘Non Medical in Home Eldercare’
•	 Full Time, Part Time Positions
•	 Training Provided
•	 Flexible Hours
•	 Paid Time Off Available

            Call for an interview appointment    

                                          535-1546

Moonflower Enterprises
Fair Trade Textiles, Folk Art • Handcrafts

Organic Coffee from Guatemala
509-768-3193   •   Toll free:  877-892-3193 

info@moonflowerenterprises.com
www.moonflowerenterprises.com

In this year’s “100 Ways in 100 
Days” celebration, sponsored by 
area Catholic schools in part-
nership with Catholic Charities 
Spokane, 2,100 Catholic school 
students helped collect items in 
lots of 100 for the first 100 days 
of school.

They loaded donated items on 
trucks and delivered them to the 
15 Catholic Charities’ programs 
that serve vulnerable people.

Spokane-area Catholic schools, 
Holy Family Catholic School in 
Clarkston and Guardian Angel/St. 

Boniface in Colton participated in 
the effort and gathered Jan. 23 at 
Martin Centre at Gonzaga Univer-
sity to celebrate the project.  

For example, St. Anne’s Chil-
dren and Family Center received 
crayons, glue sticks, soap and 
story books; the Childbirth and 
Parenting Alone program received 
diapers, teething rings and rattles; 
tissues, stocking caps and blank 
greeting cards went to the Foster 

Grandparent and Senior Nutrition 
programs. Several schools gave 
soap, paper towels, canned soup 
and toothpaste for elderly, dis-
abled and low-income persons in 
Catholic Charities apartments. 

The project connects Catholic 
school students with Catholic 
Charities programs to raise aware-
ness about homelessness, hunger 
and underserved people.

For information, call 358-4273.

Catholic schools collect items for charity programs

Bill Robinson, Whitworth Uni-
versity president, will give a 
presentation on “Leading from 
the Middle” from 8 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 19, at Fourth 
Memorial church, 2000 N. Stan-
dard.  The sessions are based on 
his book, Leading People from the 
Middle:  The Universal Mission of 
Heart and Mind.

The workshop is sponsored by 
the Greater Spokane Association 
of Evangelicals.

For information, call 487-7429.

Leading from Middle 
is workshop theme

A winning essay on determining 
truth amid the myriad of voices 
and a presentation of Spokane 
Peace Prizes will be features at 
a ceremony at 6:30 p.m., Friday, 
March 21, at the Community 
Building, 35 W. Main.

Essay entries may be emailed to 
wwideas@juno.com by Feb. 11.

Tom Brooks, organizer, is also 
seeking nominations of individu-
als, organizations and businesses 
for the Spokane Peace Prize in 
categories of peace and environ-
ment.  Some have already been 
submitted.

For information, call 455-6284.

Essay and peace prize 
presentations planned

Robert Spitzer, S.J., president of 
Gonzaga University, will speak on 
“Business Ethics in Spokane: The 
Good City” for the Spokane City 
Forum at 11:45 a.m., Wednesday, 
Feb. 20, at First Presbyterian 
Church, 318 S. Cedar.

A Jesuit priest, university presi-
dent, author, speaker, teacher and 
a participant in community activi-
ties and boards, he will discuss the 
role ethics play in business. 

For information, call 777-1555 
or email info@spokanecityforum.

Gonzaga president 
speaks at City Forum

Jan 30-Apr 4	 • Season of Peace programs at Unity Church, 29th & Bernard, 624-2700
Feb 6	 • “Servant Leadership,” Whitworth Heritage Week Lecture, Robert Mitchell, 

former president of Young Life and former vice president of World Vision, 
Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth, 7 p.m. - 777-4250

Feb 7	 • “The Missional Church in the Public Square: Challenges for the 21st 
Century,” Darel Guder, Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth, 7 p.m. - 777-4250

Feb 8-24	 • 30th Annual Northwest Bach Festival of Connoisseur Concerts 
featuring Gunther Schuller - 326-4942 or www.nwbachfest.com

Feb 8	 • “Gospel Explosion,” local choirs and Whitworth students, sing, mime, 
step, Christian rap and poetry, Cowles Auditorium, Whitworth, 7 p.m. - 
777-4572

	 • Bach Organ Recital at St. Augustine, 428 W. 19th, 8 p.m.
Feb 9	 • “Tradition & Change: Contemporary American Indian Art,” Museum of 

Arts and Cultures, Northern Quest Casino’s Kalispel Pavilion, noon-3 p.m., 
MACFest and Friendship Dance

Feb 11	 • “Legal Liabilities Affecting Religious Organizations,” Institute for 
Congregational Leadership, Clare Center, 4624 E. Jamieson Rd., 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. - 897-9223

	 • “United Nations Response to the Northern Uganda Conflict,” James 
Ochwa-Echel, United Nations Association, Unitarian Universalist Church, 
4340 Ft. Wright Dr., 7 p.m. - 456-2382

Feb 12-Mar 18  • “Authentic Leadership,” Sandi Wilson, St. Joseph Family Center,
	   1016 N. Superior, 5 to 7 p.m. - 483-6495
Feb 16	 • Eastern Washington Legislative Conference, Our Lady of Lourdes 

Cathedral, 1115 W. Riverside, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 358-4273
	 • “Bach with a Twist,” Spokane Club library, 1002 W. Riverside, 4 p.m. and 

7 p.m. - 838-8511
Feb 17	 • Our Place Benefit, Corbin Senior Center, 827 W. Cleveland, 2 to 4 p.m. - 

326-7267
Feb 19	 • “Leading from the Middle,” Bill Robinson, Fourth Memorial, 2000 N. 

Standard, 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. - 487-7429
Feb 20	 • “Business Ethics in Spokane,” Father Robert Spitzer, S.J., Spokane City 

Forum, First Presbyterian Church, 318 S. Cedar, 11:45 a.m. - 777-1555
Feb 21	 • “Talking to Our Enemies:  How the U.S. Deals with Terrorism,” Great 

Decisions Lecture, Jon Isacoff, Gonzaga assistant professor of political 
science and director environmental studies, Weyerhaeuser Hall, 
Whitworth, 7:30 p.m. - 777-3270

Feb 23	 • Lenten Song and Silence, Gonzaga University Ministry Institute, 405 E. 
Sinto - 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. - 323-6012

	 • Christian Discernment Workshop, Katherine Hanley, CSJ, COG at 
Gonzaga University, 10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. - 483-6495

Feb 24	 • Inland United Methodist District Choir Festival, Spokane Valley United 
Methodist Church, 115 N. Raymond Rd., Karen Brewster directing - 
725-5758

	 • “St. Matthew’s Passion,” Bach Festival Orchestra and Chorus conducted 
by Gunther Schuller, The Fox, 1001 W. Sprague - 3 p.m., pre-concert talk 
at 2:30 p.m. - 325-SEAT

Feb 27	 • “The Fight for Black Rights:  The Black Press, the Double V Campaign, 
and the U.S. Government in World War II,” Patrick Washburn, author and 
journalism professor at Ohio University, Weyerhaeuser Hall, Whitworth - 
777-4429

Mar 1	 • “God’s Presence in Our Life Journey,” Sister Mary Garvin, Ministry 
Institute, 405 E. Sinto, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 323-6012

	 • DEADLINE for updates to listings for the 2008-2009 Directory of 
Congregations and Community Resources - send to The Fig Tree, 
1323 S. Perry St., Spokane, WA 99202 or directory@thefigtree.org

Mar 5	 • Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark’s Lutheran, 316 E. 24th, 9 a.m. 
Mar 6	 • Fig Tree Board, Manito United Methodist, 3220 S. Grand, 1 p.m.
Wed-Sat	 • Habitat-Spokane work days - call 534-2552
Thurs	 • PJALS street vigils against the Iraq War, Riverside and Monroe 4:30 

p.m. - 838-7870.
Fridays	 • Colville Peace Vigil - 675-4554
1st Sats	 • Ministers’ Fellowship Union and Minister’s Wives/Widows 

Fellowship, 806 W. Indiana - 624-0522
3rd Mons	 • NAACP - 467-9793
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By working in the computer 
industry in the private 
sector and higher education 

in Scotland, Arizona, Cheney, 
Spokane, Russia, the Netherlands, 
Switzerland and Dubai, Morag 
Stewart gained insights into 
people, churches and society.

Living in those settings has 
challenged her to look at herself, 
her values, faith and culture.

As she travels back and forth 
between cultures, she shares 
insights with people in each set-
ting about people, life, faith and 
culture in other settings.

So she has brought ideas 
wider than business expertise 
when she has served as a trustee 
or in stewardship roles at Cheney 
United Church of Christ.

Morag values education to 
move people from narrow dogma 
that leaves many people judging 
and alienated from other people.

“Living in different settings, I 
have seen hatred and judgment 
from people of faith,” she said.  
“I appreciate the acceptance and 
respect I find in my church and 
found among Muslims in Dubai.

“We need to see people as 
people, not dehumanize them as 
enemies,” said Morag, who for 
11 years taught informational 
technology (IT) and business as 
a professor at Eastern Washington 
University.  “We need to look at 
ourselves and our history, so we 
recognize when things are not as 
they should be.”

Although her career has been 
based in computer technology, 
Morag is not enamored with 
technology for technology’s sake.  
She cautions against “throwing 
technology at everything.” 

“Personal connectivity is the 
essence of being human,” she 
said.  “We must be careful that 
entertainment not substitute form 
over substance and information 
not overload us.”

Morag is concerned that peo-
ple caught in computers, emails, 
the web, computer games and cell 
phones sacrifice personal relation-
ships for virtual relationships. 

Her father was a junior high 
teacher and grade school head-
master when Morag grew up in 
the Stirling area of Scotland.  She 
lived there 25 years through high 
school, studies for a bachelor’s 
degree in math and statistics at 
the University of St. Andrews, and 
work in computer programming.

Her work included a year at a 
bank in Toronto and a year with 
a nuclear physics research orga-
nization in Geneva, Switzerland.  
Through Motorola, Morag was 
transferred to Tempe, Ariz.  Her 

husband, Jim, worked with Mo-
torola until he retired in 1986.  

In 1984, Morag began doctoral 
studies in business administration 
and computer information systems 
at Arizona State University.

In 1988, Morag moved to 
Cheney to teach at EWU.  While 
there, she was visiting professor 
for a semester at EWU’s sister 
school in Russia and for a semes-
ter in the Netherlands.  In 1999, 
she began four years of teaching 
with Washington State University 
in Brig, Switzerland.

After she retired in 2003, the 
Emirates Academy of Hospital-
ity Management invited her to 
teach the use of computers for the 
hospitality industry at their new 
college operated by the Jumeirah 
Group, a luxury hotel company 
in Dubai.  She taught there until 
August 2007.

Morag’s curiosity about cul-
tures, churches and faiths is both 
about organizational logistics and 
how they challenge people to ac-
cept each other.

“Churches are some of the larg-
est organizations and businesses 
in the world,” she said.  “Some 
are autocratic and bureaucratic.  

Others are congregational and 
democratic.  In either case, some 
are wealthy, and some are poor.”

Her roots were in the Church 
of Scotland in Europe and in the 
Presbyterian Church (USA) until 
coming to Cheney.  In Scotland, 
she regularly attended church.  In 
Arizona, she joined University 
Presbyterian, which was active 
in the sanctuary movement with 
El Salvadorans.

Morag said she likes the United 
Church of Christ because it invites 
critical thinking and welcomes 
people of different perspectives.

In Russia, she learned about 
Orthodox Christianity, contrasting 
Orthodox icons to austere Church 
of Scotland churches, and Ortho-
dox bishops’ serving for life to 
the Reformed lay leadership with 
moderators elected democrati-
cally by an annual assembly.

During her four years in Dubai, 
Morag reaffirmed her lessons in 
tolerance, acceptance and hu-
manity.  She experienced a stark 
contrast to “stereotypes of and the 
war against people of the Muslim 
faith” in American media and 
society, Morag said.

She found people responding 

with grace and acceptance toward 
foreigners, including European 
students in the program. From that 
experience of welcome, she chal-
lenges people in U.S. churches 
who have lost awareness of the 
United States as a haven, tolerat-
ing and welcoming oppressed 
people from around the world.

In Dubai, the college gave stu-
dents a two-week orientation to 
behavior appropriate in an Islamic 
country, Morag said.  

That began with immersion 
in Ramadan with six-hour days 
and an ifkar—breaking the day’s 
fast—at the back-to-school bar-
beque.  The foreigners, who had 
not fasted, were invited to go to 
the table first.

Dubai transformed in 36 years 
from a nomadic Bedouin society 
into one of the world’s wealthiest, 
most technologically advanced 
societies, Morag said.  While the 
wealth is widely shared, labor-
ers from India, Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka live in relative poverty in 
labor camps, and most profes-
sional and business people have 
Filipino nannies and maids.

When a newspaper reported on 
the lack of health care for these 
low-wage workers, the leader, 
Sheik Mohammed, decreed the 
next day that all would have 
health care.  In addition, con-
struction companies must give a 
three-hour mid-day siesta time in 
the summer heat, she said.

In the 1950s, Dubai had no 
secular schools or hospitals.  Now 
they have “world class” higher 
education, she said.

“Life has been transformed in a 
short period, changing the culture 
and family life as the society has 
gone from rags to riches,” she 
said.  “For example, over dress 
jeans, women still wear black 
abaya head scarves, some with 
elaborate designs and sequins.  
Some wear a half mask over their 
faces,” she said.

Morag was impressed by how 
Islam permeates life in Dubai:

• Everyday life fits around 
religious life, rather than religion 
being squeezed out so people can 
live as they want.

•  Most live and work less than a 
kilometer from a mosque, calling 
them to pray five times a day.

• People leave their seats at 
horse races to go to a prayer room, 
or stop their cars to put their mats 
down beside the road to pray.

 “Faith is everywhere in peo-
ple’s daily lives.  Worship is the 
same time Fridays throughout the 
United Arab Emirates,” Morag 
said.  “In contrast, here people can 
worship Saturday evening, or at 
8:30, 9, 10, 10:30, 11 a.m. or in the 
afternoon on Sundays.  Religion 
is becoming a commodity suited 
to personal convenience without 
unwanted ethical challenges.”

For information, email morag.
stewart@comcast.net.




















Sorrento Centre P.O. Box 99,

Visit us on-line at:  www.sorrento-centre.bc.ca

Phone: (250)675-2421 e-mail: info@sorrento-centre.bc.ca
  Sorrento, BC, V0E 2W0




Aunt Bea’s 
Antiques

We specialize 
in 

Estate 
Sales

Always 
buying 

fine antiques

LOCATED AT

5005 N. Market 
Spokane, WA 99207

(509) 487-9278

Just Trade
fairly traded
crafts from

around 
the world

inside 
Brused Books

235 E. Main
Pullman, WA

509-334-7898
Mon-Sat 11 am-6 pm

Sunday 12-5 pm 

DESIRE PRIESTHOOD?  
RELIGIOUS LIFE?  

Lay Ministries?  
Enriching sabbatical?  

Vocation discernment? 
Retreat?  

907-339-2486.  
gonzaga.edu/

ministryinstitute

Journeys 
for Your Soul

Pilgrimage to Ireland
June 26-July 6, 2008

Pilgrimage to Fatima,
Lourdes with Barcelona

Sept. 8  - 16, 2008
Contact Jane Comerford

pilgrimages@earthlink.net
or 509-868-1683

In business and education

Computer work has opened doors to culture, travel, people and faith

Sorrento Centre announces its 
spring retreats and courses:  
March has an Eight-Day Lenten 
Retreat with Bishop Barry Jenks. 
April is a creative time for 
quilters with two week-long 
courses for the fabric and 
creatively inclined.  
May is our annual retreat and 
work week for adults and we 
also offer a weekend for youth 
(14-18 years) and for young 
adults (19-24 years)!

Morag Stewart stands by a painting she bought in Dubai, 
showing women in half-masks they wear over their faces.

International Student Homestay Program
Spokane Falls Community College/Spokane Community College

Globalize your life….from your own home!
An exciting opportunity for Spokane and Spokane Valley residents to 
share their home, life and community with a college age SFCC/SCC 
international student while they share their life and culture with you! 

•  Families receive $550/month for room and 
board, $350 for room only.

•  Students are responsible for their own 
transportation. 

•  College-, career- or retirement-age 
couples or singles with or without children.  

•  Homestay can last 1 quarter or longer. 

•  Receive $100 for each qualified homestay family you refer.

•  Placements are monitored and supported by CCS International 
Programs staff. 

•  Quarterly family training meetings. 

Join our network of welcoming Homestay families 
and begin a cross cultural adventure of a lifetime!

 

To receive more information or apply:
Contact Teresa Gay at teresag@spokanefalls.edu 

SFCC 509 533 4131 or SCC 509 533 8201
Find a Homestay Family Application Form under Foundation Forms 

at http://www.ccs.spokane.edu/Forms/default.aspx
Community Colleges of Spokane provides equal opportunity in education & employment


