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Fig Tree plans
June speaker

The Fig Tree is recruiting people 
to help plan a breakfast and dinner in 
the first week of June, featuring the 
Rev. Peter Storey, Methodist bishop 
of the Johannesburg/Soweto area for 
13 years and church newspaper editor 
during apartheid in South Africa.

Peter is in the United States 
teaching on the practice of Christian 
ministry during the spring semester 
at Duke Divinity School in North 
Carolina.  

He is also a past president of the 
South African Council of churches.  
Former President Nelson Mandela 
appointed him to help select the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission.

Fig Tree progresses on website
The Interactive Website Advisory 

Team continues to meet monthly—re-
viewing technology and design dynamics 
for changing the website so it can present 
and receive input from more sources in 
its journalistic-storytelling communica-
tions approach.  

The next meeting is at 7 p.m.,  Wednes-
day, Feb. 16, at Weyerhaeuser Hall on the 
Whitworth College Campus.

For information or to volunteer to 
participate in either, call 535-1813.

Businessman drops career 
to study economic divisions

Local people here aid local people there

Relief network links people globally

Hospitals heal Arabs, Jews
Julie Morris of Temple Beth Sha-

lom is hopeful from her 22 visits to 
Israel that peace is possible. 

She has seen how Arab and Jew-
ish doctors, nurses, social workers, 
staff and patients at two Hadassah-
subsidized hospitals in Jerusalem 
provide and experience healing 
side-by-side.

When there is a suicide bomb-
ing, survivors are brought there 
with similar injuries from poisons 
in their lungs, shrapnel wounds and 
injuries leading to paralysis or loss 
of limbs.

Whether Arab or Jewish, they 
reach into a reservoir of inner 
resources and resilience, sharing a 
common dream of going on with 
their lives and returning to a new 
sense of normal, said Julie Morris, 
a member of Temple Beth Shalom 
who has been involved for more 
than 30 years with Hadassah, the 
Women’s Zionist Organization of 
America.

As a member of the national 
board for the hospital, she has 
visited Israel every year or every 
other year.

Julie said that when Arab doctors 

Continued on page 4

By Mary Stamp

Clown lightens the healing process at a Hadassah hospital in Jerusalem.
Photo courtesy of Julie Morris

Continued on page 8

Through Inland Northwest 
churches and organizations, local 
people reach across the globe to 
survivors of the earthquake and 
tsunami in the Indian Ocean rim, 
serving through local people in 
local churches and organizations 
linked through an international 
network of relief and develop-
ment agencies.

Four people representing 
agencies and faiths were recently 
interviewed for The Fig Tree 
Show on Comcast Chan-
nel 14 about the response 
following the Dec. 26 di-
saster and the years, even 
decades, of response to 
come.

Kekandure Dhamma-
siri, a Sri Lankan Bud-
dhist monk who is serving 
the Vietnamese Buddhist 
Temple in Hillyard, and Doug 
Bean, a retired representative of 
Church World Service (CWS), 
who oversaw work in Southeast 
Asia for many years, are on a 
show to be broadcast on cable 
Channel 14 at 5 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Feb. 1 and 15.

Scott Cooper of Catholic 
Charities, which channels funds 

to Catholic Relief Services, and 
Steve Downer, communications 
director at the Partners Interna-
tional headquarters in Spokane, 
reflected on their agencies’ re-
sponses on a show that will air at 
5 p.m., Tuesdays, Feb. 8 and 22.

Each told of the power of ini-
tial response going as cash to lo-
cal agencies, which have access to 
material supplies in the communi-
ties or regions affected—helping 
local economies rebuild.

Dhammasiri (Siri), 
born in 1954 in Madara 
on the southern coast 
of Sri Lanka, was wor-
ried, when he could not 
reaching his mother for 
weeks.  From teaching 
in several communities 
for 40 years, he knows 
many people who were 

washed away.
“Now people who enjoyed liv-

ing by the sea and fishing fear the 
sea.  Previously, 16 percent were 
employed—25 percent of young 
people.  Now,  95 percent of fish-
eries are destroyed,” he said.

Siri will collect funds for schol-
arships, so 500 students can attend 
school. While some schools need 

to be rebuilt, others are being used 
as shelters for a while.

Doug was first in Southeast 
Asia during the Vietnam War.  
After leaving the Navy, he worked 
eight years in Thailand, serving 
with Lutheran World Relief, the 
Mennonite Central Commit-
tee and Church World Service 
through a consortium of agencies 
with programs in Vietnam, Cam-
bodia, Laos, Thailand, Burma and 
Sri Lanka.

From 1977 to 1983, he traveled 
in the Indian Ocean area, oversee-
ing CWS relief and development 
programs carried out by local 
people of different faiths.

After working with CWS in 
Indianapolis, he went in 1997 to 
oversee refugee projects in Paki-
stan and Afghanistan.  

Both agree that helping through 
people who know the language 
and culture is most effective.  
Because people trust them, they 
readily come, express their feel-
ings, report their needs and ac-
cept emotional, psychological 
and spiritual care.

Doug said CWS helps regard-
less of race, religion or ethnicity.

In the “Joshua generation,” priests and politicians are to lead 
the way, to “stand in the river,” risking their lives in danger-
ous currents for the sake of the people, said Spokane’s Martin 
Luther King remembrance celebration speaker Tawan Davis.

Born in Tacoma, he grew up in the inner city of Portland 
with a single mother and a sister.  His mother divorced early.  
He did not meet his father until he was a teen.

Tawan did not let those credentials hold him back.  He 
preached his first sermon at the age of seven and was ordained 
a minister in the Church of God in Christ at 18.

He was student body president at Lincoln High in Portland 
and the first African American student body president at 
Georgetown University, where he graduated with honors—the 
first member of his family with a college education.  

After earning a master’s degree in business at Howard Uni-
versity in Boston, he worked two years at a financial firm in the 
World Trade Center, but left after surviving Sept. 11, 2001, to 
study for a master’s degree in social and economic stratification 
at Oxford University in England.

NBC and Newsweek have featured him as a national leader, 
said the Rev. Ezra Kinlow, introducing Tawan as a friend he 
knows through the national Church of God in Christ.

Tawan, 25, is “a young man who dared to dream when cir-
cumstances of his home meant that at times he had nothing to 
eat, but he learned to sing songs and ask God for help,” said 
Ezra, pastor of Holy Temple Church of God in Christ where 
about 300 gathered for the annual Martin Luther King, Jr., 
remembrance service in Spokane.

“Without God, I would be nothing,” Tawan opened his 
address in song.  Turning to the third chapter of Joshua, he 

Continued on page 9

The Fig Tree 
Show will be 

broadcast 
at 5 p.m., 
Tuesdays 

in February.
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Religion News Briefs

Around the World
Ecumenical News International, PO Box 2100  
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The Interfaith Council’s Circle 
of Caring program is sponsoring 
a conference about “Ending Do-
mestic Violence: Why the Entire 
Community Must Be Involved” 
Tuesday and Wednesday, March 
15 and 16, in Spokane.

The event will feature a recep-
tion and talk, the Spokane City 
Forum, a workshop and an eve-
ning presentation with the Rev. Al 
Miles, coordinator of the ministry 
department and ethics consultant 
at Honolulu’s Queen’s Medical 
Center.

He speaks around the nation to 
clergy, lay leaders and other pro-

fessionals dealing with domestic 
violence and teen dating abuse.

An ordained Church of God pas-
tor, Al is author of Domestic Vio-
lence: What Every Pastor Needs 
to Know (2000) and Violence in 
Families:  What Every Christian 
Needs to Know (2002).

His latest book, Ending Violence 
in Teen Dating Relationships: A 
Resource Guide for Parents and 
Pastors, will be published by 
Augsburg Books in 2005. 

He is a member of both the 
National Advisory Committee 
on Violence Against Women and 
the National Corporate Alliance            

to End Partner Violence.
There will be a reception and 

talk, at 6:30 p.m., March 15, at 
the Berachah Church at St. John’s 
Lutheran, 2 W. 3rd Ave.  On March 
16, he leads an 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. workshop at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church, 314 S. Spruce, 
and a presentation on his latest 
book at 7:30 p.m. at Westminster 
Congregational United Church of 
Christ, 411 S. Washington.

He will also be the speaker for 
the Spokane City Forum at 11:45 
a.m., March 16, at First Presbyte-
rian Church, 318 S. Cedar.

For information, call 329-1410.

Council plans ‘Ending Domestic Violence’

African churches not ‘winning war’ on AIDS
Nairobi (ENI). Church leaders in sub-Saharan Africa, the 

world region worst-affected by AIDS , say they are failing 
in endeavors to communicate about the disease. “We don’t 
seem to be winning the war,” said the Rev. Mvume Dandala, 
general secretary of the All Africa Conference of Churches in 
Nairobi. The United Nations’ program on HIV/AIDS estimates 
that, while sub-Saharan Africa has more than 10 percent of the 
world’s population, it is home to two-thirds of people living 
with HIV. 

Churches back ban on billboard ads
Nairobi (ENI) - A rise in drug and alcohol abuse among youth 

in Kenya worries church and civil groups, which have warned 
the situation could expand if no immediate action, such as a 
proposed ban on billboard ads, is taken. “Many people have 
become addicted,” the Rev. Wellington Sanga, conference sec-
retary of the Methodist Church of Kenya said, adding: Churches 
have to continue to teach against drug and alcohol abuse. “We 
don’t want people to say the church never told us the truth.” 

U.S. bishops offer guarded apology 
New York (ENI). Episcopal bishops have offered a guarded 

apology for the controversy surrounding the consecration of 
openly gay Bishop Gene Robinson but have refused to back 
down from the action that has threatened to split the worldwide 
Anglican Communion. Responding to a call by an Anglican 
commission to apologize for his election and consecration, the 
bishops at a January meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah, said they 
understood the actions “contributed to the current strains in our 
Communion” and had caused “pain,” “hurt” and “damage.” 

Orthodox see hope for reform in WCC
Sofia (ENI). A meeting of Orthodox churches that are mem-

bers of the World Council of Churches has taken a positive 
view of proposals to reform WCC worship and decision-making 
procedures to accommodate concerns of Orthodox churches. 
The proposals were drawn up by a special commission set up 
by the council in the late 1990s to deal with Orthodox concerns 
that the Geneva-based WCC was too dominated by Protestant 
theology and decision-making styles. 

Germans want churches open during the day
Bielefeld, Germany (ENI). An opinion poll in Germany 

has found that almost three-quarters of those surveyed would 
like to see church buildings open during the week, not only at 
weekends and during services. The survey comes when many 
of Germany’s Protestant churches are looking at ways to keep 
their sanctuary doors open during the week. They are often 
closed because of fears of burglary or vandalism. 

Episcopal bishop rocks for Alaskan mission
Cincinnati, Ohio (ENI). Bishop John Bryson Chane has 

swapped his mitre for drumsticks to produce a rock and blues 
compact disc that has already made $6,000 in sales towards the 
church’s youth missionary work in Alaska. “I hope we can make 
money out of it for the kids,” said Chane, Episcopal bishop of 
Washington, D.C., and a former rock and blues drummer. 

Sudan church leaders elated at peace accord
Nairobi (ENI). Sudanese church leaders have expressed hap-

piness at the Comprehensive Peace Agreement signed in Nai-
robi in January, but warn the actual work for holding in check 
decades-long racial, religious and economic conflicts has just 
begun. “Many people in southern Sudan are joyful about this 
signing of peace,” Archbishop Joseph Marona of the Episcopal 
Church of Sudan told Ecumenical News International.  Marona, 
however, challenged churches to take a lead in reconciling a 
traumatized community, and he noted the real work for peace 
was just starting.   The Sudanese church is ready to receive mil-
lions of refugees returning home, aware that “huge resources” 
will be needed.

As part of the Season for Peace 
and Nonviolence sponsored 
by Unity Church, there will be 
a Nonviolent Communication 
Workshop Friday and Saturday, 
Feb. 11 and 12, at the church, 
29th and Bernard in Spokane.

Kathleen Macferran, a nonvio-
lence certified trainer, will lead 
sessions from 6:30 to 9 p.m., 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Sat-
urday, on the theme:  “Authenti-
cally Speaking:  Partnership skills 
to bring love and intimacy into 
your relationships and peace into 
the world.”

The sessions, based on the 
book, Nonviolent Communica-
tion, and the work of its author, 
Marshall Rosenberg, will help 
participants understand their 
needs and the needs of others as 
a means to change the world.

“Nonviolent communication—
also known as compassionate 
communication—allows us to re-
frame how we express ourselves, 
how we hear others and resolve 
conflicts by focusing on what we 
observe, feel, need and request,” 
said organizer Bret Stein.

The Season for Peace and 
Nonviolence runs from Jan. 30 
to April 4, 64 days beginning 
with the anniversary of the death 
of Mahatma Gandhi and ending 
with the anniversary of the death 
of Martin Luther King, Jr.  Now 
in its eighth year, the season has 
been embraced by the Gandhi 
and King families, as well as the 
United Nations.

Other local events include a 
study of the book, The Com-
passionate Universe, by Eknath 
Easwaran—author of Gandhi 
the Man—meeting at 7 p.m., 
Wednesdays, beginning on Feb. 
2, at Unity Church.

Church schedules Season for Peace events
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64th Annual

A Feast for the Senses:  Music, Food & Fun

Temple Beth Shalom
South Perry & 30th

FOR TICKETS, CALL (509) 623-0372
$12 adults, $6 children 11 and under   •   www.pgiinc.com

Kosher Dinner

Sunday
March 13

11 a.m. - 7 p.m.
Tickets also available at Huppins HiFi, 

Pawn 1 (Valley & N. Division) 
and Manito Ship & Copy

Menu
Assorted Appetizers
Roast Brisket of Beef

Potato Knishes
Carrot Tzimmea
Halla (Egg Bread)

Mediterranean Spiced Apples
Apricot Kuchen

Catholicism for a 
New Millennium

A Gonzaga Series on the Church in the 21st Century 
presents the following free lectures open to the public

SPRING SEASON 2005
ursday, Feb. 10

8 p.m. - Spokane Room at the COG
Thomas Doyle, OP, JCD

‘Facing the Ongoing Crisis in the Church’
ursday, March 31

7:30 p.m. - Cataldo Globe Room
Charles E. Curran - Southern Methodist University

‘ Religion and Politics: 
Catholic Moral Analysis’

ursday, April 7
7:30 p.m. - Cataldo Globe Room

Gary Macy - University of San Diego
‘Misogyny and the Catholic Church’

For more information, 
contact Patrick McCormick 

(509)323-6715 or mccormick@gonzaga.edu

At 7 p.m., March 23, the movie, 
“Ethics and the World Crisis: A 
Dialogue with the Dalai Lama,” 
will be shown, and at 7 p.m., 
March 30, there will be a re-

view of principles of nonviolent 
communication in a program on  
“Practicing Peace-Filled Com-
munication” at the church.

For information, call 838-6518.

625-6800

Recycling Hotline

Use curbside bins 
or drop off sites.
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Spokane Alliance Assembly negotiates on jobs, health care
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Habitat for Humanity-Spokane
728 N. Napa - Box 4130 - Spokane, WA 99220

www.Habitat-Sokane.com

(509) 534-2552

Join us Thursday, Feb. 24 
12 noon until 9 p.m. 

KREM 2 Habitat for Humanity Day
 at the Home & Yard Show

10% of your $6 admission will be donated 
to Habitat for Humanity-Spokane.  
Register to win a $1,000 Pond Kit 

donated by All About Ponds.  
See you there!

A pastor, a photojournalist 
and two Anuak will visit refugee 
camps in Sudan from Feb. 7 to 17 
as part of the Anuak Baare Hope 
Ministry of Immanuel Urban Min-
istries (IUM) in Spokane.

Lawrence Hudson, pastor of 
First Covenant Church and chair 
of IUM, and photojournalist Ra-
chel Havercroft will join Obang 
Metho, director of international 
advocacy for the Anuak Justice 
Council (AJC) and Agwa Taka, 
vice chair of the AJC.

The AJC, an international hu-
man rights advocacy organiza-
tion, was formed in September in 
Spokane.  While it works toward 
its non-profit status, the Spokane 
contingent is sponsored by the 
Anuak Baare Hope Ministry.

The Anuak are a persecuted eth-
nic minority residing on long-held 
territory in Ethiopia.  On Dec. 13, 
2003, the persecution escalated to 
genocide with the murder of 425 
people, mostly men.  

Murder, rape and the burning 
of Anuak villages and homes 
have continued since that date, 
according to Doug McGill’s free-
lance reports in Worldplace News.  

and politics came from the Uni-
versity of California at Santa Bar-
bara, Osaka University in Japan, 
and Genocide Watch in McLean, 
Va., Doug reported.

Among the international hu-
man rights lawyers who spoke 
was Elisabeth Dallas of the Pub-
lic International Law and Policy 
Group in Washington, D.C.  

She said that “murder, rape, 
forced displacement and de-
struction of property were com-
mitted not just individually but 
systematically against the Anuak 
in Gambella.  We need to inform 
the world.” 

As forces gather to help the 
Anuak, the Spokane contingency 
prepares to travel to Sudan with 
aid and words of hope.  

By engaging in his first public 
action through the Spokane Al-
liance when he testified for pre-
serving service of the Spokane 
Transit Authority, Mark Bohe 
of Westminster Congregational 
United Church of Christ said his 
life gained new meaning.

Similarly, Nancy Gillespie of 
St. Augustine Catholic Church 
said her participation in the al-
liance makes her realize that she 
needs to do “the bit I can in a 
positive way to help my family, 
my church and my community.  I 
have learned that by working with 
others, I can make a difference do-
ing justice here.”

Tom Robinson of Covenant 
United Methodist Church, who 
co-led the Jan. 16 Spokane Alli-
ance Assembly of more than 300 
people at the Spokane Ag-Trade 
Center with the Rev. Joanne 
Coleman Campbell of Liberty 
Park United Methodist Church, 
said the alliance helps move pri-

vate persons to be public persons, 
influencing public decisions.

Joanne said, “We can accom-
plish anything when we use the 
relational power of people from 
the faith, education and labor 
communities coming together on 
common values.”

Paul Bramsman of St. Ann’s 
Catholic Church reported that the 
Sustainable Jobs: Green Build-
ing and Green Learning Action 
Team’s research on legislation 
related to renewable energy, job 
creation and green building.  

On behalf of the team, Cathy 
Gunderson of Highland Park 
United Methodist drew a commit-
ment from Joanne Murcar of the 
Spokane Community College’s 
IEL program to consider the ag-
ing work force and engage new 
generations in new green-build-
ing construction vocations.  She 
agreed to having alliance repre-
sentation on the SCC-IEL board.

Steve Reichard of St. Mark’s 

Lutheran Church introduced 
work of the Health Care Access 
Research and Action Team, which 
recommended several priorities:  
1) reducing administrative barri-
ers to Medicaid reimbursement, 
2) advocating mental health 
coverage parity and 3) counting 

“We will tell the refugees the 
world is watching.  They are dis-
couraged, believing no one knows 
or cares,” said Lawrence.  

Rachel will record the condi-
tions and stories to spread word 
about the plight of survivors.

The group will fly to Nairobi 
and purchase relief items to dis-
tribute at the camp.    

“Agwa’s spiritual clarity is 
profound,” said Lawrence.  “This 
cause has become his life.  He 
won’t allow anyone to become 
discouraged.”

First Presbyterian Church 
continues to provide support 
through their Gambella Relief 
Fund, “a lighthouse of hope for 
the Anuak,” he said.

For information, call 747-2818.

the world gears up to help them.  
According to the Dec. 16, 2004, 
report by Doug, an international 
human rights campaign is under-
way to bring justice to the perpe-
trators of the massacre.  

A memorial service and legal 
conference was held Dec. 12, 
2004, at a Baptist church in Vad-
nais Heights, Minn.  

Lawyers from international 
law and human rights groups 
announced plans to bring legal 
proceedings against the Ethiopian 
government for crimes against hu-
manity and genocide, according to 
the McGill report.

About 200 Anuak, includ-
ing Agwa, joined the memorial 
service for lost relatives.  Some 
experts on Anuak history, culture 

Anuak Justice Council team visits refugee camps in Sudan in February

Members of Covenant United Methodist discuss plans for action.

The death toll may now be more 
2,500 out of a total population 
of 100,000, according to a field 
report by Genocide Watch and 
Survivors’ Rights International 
human rights groups. 

Displaced Anuak and their 
friends have been working 
since the genocide to force the 
Ethiopian government to end the 
persecution and to provide relief 
to the survivors.

A group of mostly widows and 
children live in Gambella Town, 
the site of the initial killings.  The 
city is now a militarized zone.  
Residents live in fear.  Outside 
agencies and human rights orga-
nizations have been refused entry 
by the Ethiopian government.

“Another group, consisting  of 
more than 10,000 Anuak, fled 
to refugee camps in Kenya and 
southern Sudan.  Their plight is 
bleak,” said Lawrence.  “War-
torn Sudan provides little refuge.  
Anuak are segregated and receive 
little of the foreign aid coming to 
the area.  They die from hunger 
and hunger-related disease, forced 
to eat leaves to survive.”

While Anuak in Africa suffer, 

time in Project Access as part of 
the pre-existing conditions wait-
ing period for the Basic Health 
Plan, so clients can transfer more 
quickly, opening Project Access to 
more people.

During the event, Jim Minard of 
Veradale United Church of Christ 

and Karen Hyvonen of Westmin-
ster UCC negotiated with Spokane 
City Council president Dennis 
Hession to explore a legislative 
agenda related to Medicaid barri-
ers and mental health parity.

They proposed the idea for ap-
plying Project Access time to the 
Basic Health Plan waiting period 
to Peter Cutler, director of finance 
and policy with the Washington 
State Health Care Authority.  He 
said he could not give an “easy 
yes-no answer” because of the 
need to wait for bids for rates for 
the plan and his belief that the 
proposal would lead to higher 
rates.  He did agree to meet with 
the health access team.

Tom then described to partici-
pants the alliance’s action alert 
network to encourage members 
to write letters and emails or call 
legislators when there are bills 
requiring action related to the 
alliance’s agenda.

For information, call 532-1688.



Page 4 - The Fig Tree - February 2005

Working side-by-side in trust, medical staff dispel victims’ hate

1016 N. Superior
Spokane WA 99202

(509) 483-6495
Fax:  483-1541

stjosephfamilycenter.org

Continued from page 1

78th Annual

NOVENA 
OF GRACE

In Honor of St. Francis Xavier
Sat., March 5 - Sun., March 13 

This year’s theme is

‘Healer of Souls’
Presenters:  Rev. Craig Boly, S.J.

                        Rev. Leon Kapfer, S.J.

   Novena Services: 
   12:15 pm      Prayer Service (starts 12:30 pm both Sundays)
   3:30 pm        Benediction Service
   5:15 pm        Mass Service

Signing for hearing impaired Mon-Fri @ 3:30 pm/Sat & Sun @ first service
Saturday, March 12th  Anointing of the Sick at all services

PEOPLE OF ALL FAITHS WELCOME

In keeping with the Lenten journey, the Sacrament of Reconciliation 
will be available starting 45 minutes before each Novena service

St. Aloysius Church
Boone & Astor    Spokane, WA   323-5896

Teens & Anger Support Group
Laurie Sheerer, PhD 
& Aaron Oppelt, BA

Do you know a teen that has a strained 
relationship due to angry outbursts?  

In this group, teens will learn skills to decrease 
anxiety, modulate anger, and remove blocks 

to effective communication.
Feb 28 – April 4 • Monday • 4-5 pm

Fee: $90 per person

Integrative Breathwork – A 
Journey Into One’s Being

 

Susan Moyer, MSW, LICSW  
This process provides benefits for people that 
include moving through depression, release of 
pent-up emotions or energy, gaining insights 

into problems/conflicts, co-dependency 
recovery, and increased spiritual awareness.  
March 12 • Saturday • 9 am – 9 pm

Fee: $90 (Deposit by Mar 4)

and nurses have difficulty some 
days going through security at 
the crossing points, Israeli doc-
tors and nurses will embrace and 
comfort them.  

“Specialists work together, 
side by side in trust.  Patients are 
healed side by side,” she said, tell-
ing of those coming in filled with 
hatred for the other side.

“One Jewish victim survived 
when two friends were killed.  
He came in saying he hated Ar-
abs.  The act had just destroyed his 
life,” Julie said.  “One nurse who 
helped him heal and regain his 
life was Arab.  Learning that he 
said, ‘It’s opened my heart.’  His 
heart had been closed because of 
the violence, suffering and wrong-
doing, but an Arab nurse helping 
bring him back to health opened 
his heart.”

Once there were TVs in the 
waiting room, but they were 
removed because families of vic-
tims would watch reports and boo 
or cheer, creating tension.

When there is a suicide bombing 
in a public place, the people killed 
and injured are a microcosm of the 
population, the mix of Arabs and 
Jews who associate peacefully ev-
ery day going to work, to school, 
to stores, to restaurants, to hotels, 
on busses and doing the activities 
of their everyday lives, as people 
do in Spokane, she said.

“Hadassah” means “myrtle,” 
Julie explained.  The organization 
was named after both the mother 
of the founder and the myrtle 
branch carried in the beak of a 
dove as a symbol of peace.

“People of both sides are 
hopeful and cautious,” she said 
about prospects for peace she has 
observed on many visits, particu-
larly on her November 2004 visit 
when Yassir Arafat died.  She re-
members looking over the border 
at Eilat into Jordan and seeing a 
flag flying at half mast.  She also 
remembers the joy of Israelis hop-
ing that the next leader would be 
more open to peace.

“Israel has had so many ups and 
downs.  President Clinton nearly 
achieved peace,” she said.

“Below the level of politics, no 
one wants war,” she said.  More 
than one million Arabs live in Is-
rael and many are citizens.  People 
want peace.”

Most of life there is like life 
in Spokane, with isolated acts of 
violence, she said, in contrast to 
media coverage, which focuses on 
the violence every day.

Julie, who taught 12th-grade 
English literature for four years 
at Shoreline High, moved to Spo-
kane from Seattle with her attor-
ney-husband, Jeff, about 34 years 
ago.  A mother and grandmother, 
she became president of the local 

Hadassah chapter 30 years ago.  
She became regional president 

20 years ago and since then has 
been on the national board.  In 
2004, it raised $90 million to 
supplement support of the hos-
pitals, which are subsidized by 
the government’s national labor 
union.

Hadassah sponsors many trips,  
drawing leaders from all ages, so 
they can discover their roots.

After she went on two Renais-
sance Mission tours through Ha-
dassah, Julie led one last fall with 
20 people from the Pacific North-
west and 10 from other areas.

On the nine-day trips she has 
taken to Israel, first annually and 
now every other year with Hadas-
sah, she had time to visit people 
and sights after the four days of 
board meetings and visiting the 
medical center.

“Unless you read about Israel, 
you misunderstand about how 
safe and wonderful it is in Israel.  
We just hear of conflicts and 
random acts of violence that can 
happen and cannot be controlled 
anywhere,” she said.

Tours include Yad Vashem, 
the Holocaust Memorial Museum, 
where in addition  to museum ex-
hibits, people listen to a Holocaust 
survivor.

She has heard Rena Quint, a 
Polish survivor who now lives 
in Israel, tell her firsthand story 
of living through suffering but 
emerging with a positive attitude.  
Her mother was killed before 

Rena went to the concentration 
camp as a young girl.  

Five women who one by one 
became her “mother” in the 
camp were killed.  When she was 
liberated, the family of her last 
mother took her to New York.  
That woman died there.

“She could have been devas-
tated, but she decided to make 
her life positive by finding love, 
marrying, having children and 
grandchildren, and now telling her 
story at the museum,” Julie said.  
“That way Holocaust perpetrators 
did not win.”

Survivors have also honored 
gentiles who helped save Jewish 
people by planting trees around 
the museum and placing plaques 
on them with the names of those 
who helped.

Julie has been to tourist, des-
ert, industrial and historic areas. 
She has dined in homes of Israelis 
and met with Arabs.

She is impressed that stone 
walls of buildings in Jerusa-
lem—preserved for historical 
purposes—still stand after cen-
turies. She said a friend from 
Portland lives near Jerusalem in 
a home that is hundreds of years 
old.  The thick walls keep it cool 
in the summer and warm in the 
winter, she said.

She joined a Christian tour 
on one visit, “not something I 
would automatically do as a Jew-
ish woman.”  She followed the 
stations of the cross, saw where 
Jesus was buried and rose, saw 

sacred sites churches are fight-
ing over.

“I was touched.  I saw another 
perspective:  how sacred and 
special the land is to Christians.  
Although Jesus is not my savior, 
I recognize he was a great prophet 
who has had much impact on the 
world.  I saw where he lived and 
learned about what he did.  

“I sense the awe at how those 
parts of the country’s history, bib-
lical stories and background have 
been preserved,” she said.

Julie has also visited the Dome 
of the Rock and heard Muslims 
talk about Islam.

“Israel is a spiritual place,” 
Julie said.  “I feel spiritual there, 
like I’m coming home, welcomed 
and connected through time to the 
holiness there.”

Julie also finds a sense of the 
spiritual in the many people she 
sees and meets, the different faces 
and dress, the sense of diversity 
of the world—a microcosm of the 
hopes and dreams for peace.

“I have visited a suicide bomb-
ing site and areas that were rebuilt 
with memorials.  I heard a soldier 
at the crossing to Gaza tell and 
re-enact how he was wounded.  
I have seen the ‘fence,’ which is 
only a thin wire in some areas,” 
she said.

“The Israeli army prevents 
more acts of terrorism than suicide 
bombers succeed in doing.  Now 
young girls and boys are trained 
to blow themselves up near 
Jews—near hotels, pizza parlors, 
nightclubs, schools and busses 
where innocent women and chil-
dren are killed,” she said.

She was horrified by billboard 
tributes to suicide bombers as 
martyrs and by families’ being re-

warded for sacrificing children.
“We need to retrain children to 

have it end.  It’s more complex 
than who has what bit of terri-
tory,” said Julie.

Speakers holding opposing 
views speak to Hadassah visitors 
and so they understand the varied 
perspectives.  She said that it’s im-
portant to avoid being political but 
to understand politics.

Israelis are suffering economi-
cally from the drop in tourism.  
She estimates that more than 100 
members of Temple Beth Sha-
lom—from about 300 families 
that belong—have been to Israel.  
More went  before suicide bomb-
ings made people afraid.

“People do not need to be 
afraid,” she said. “Israel values 
tourism and prevents many sui-
cide bombings.  There is heavy 
surveillance in hotels and restau-
rants, but at times we were the 
only ones in our hotel.”

Previously, 150 to 200 would go 
on Hadassah trips.  Now there are 
30 to 60 on the average trip.

Julie travels to many major 
U.S. cities to talk about her 
experiences and promote the 
hospitals.

“Americans want to know what 
is going on there and learn about 
the people,” she said.

She often tells of those who 
most impress and inspire her 
with their resilience: the patients.  
Many come back to volunteer at 
the hospitals to help other survi-
vors.  Survivors continue to ride 
public transportation and go out 
in the community.  

“Their courage is inspirational,” 
she said.

For information, contact Julie
@morrisandmorris.com.

A	Great	Place	to	Be!
FOR	MEETINGS	•	RETREATS
•	EDUCATIONAL	PROGRAMS	•
ON	LAKE	COEUR	D’ALENE
Contact	Camp	Cross	at

245	E.	13th	Ave.
Spokane,	WA	99202

(509)	624-3191

Julie Morris

Zephyr
Christian
Conference
Grounds

at Liberty Lake
Camps
Retreats

Conferences
Since 1946

For scheduling or information
Call	Gary	Hann,	manager

(509)	255-6122
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Rural hospital relies on volunteer chaplains to serve patients

Lenten	Labyrinth
Opportunities

The Cathedral of St. John 
the Evangelist on the corner 
of 12th Ave. & Grand Blvd. 

offers the following opportunities to 
experience the labyrinth 

during the Lenten season:

Open labyrinth walks, Monday thru Friday,
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., February 9 - March 17

 

Women’s Dream Quest
In honor of International Women’s Week
Friday, March 11 - Saturday, March 12

This is an opportunity to spend the night in the
sacred space of the Cathedral.

The evening includes small & large group activities,
singing, healing, art, and labyrinth walking.

Facilitated by Judith Tripp, MA, MFT of San Francisco.
$50 fee

 

Journey into Holy Week
6 to 10 p.m., Friday, March 18
A light supper will be served,

followed by a meditation and walking the labyrinth.
Free will offering joyfully accepted.

For more information, contact the Cathedral office
at (509) 838-4277 or Karen Robbins at robbins.k@worldnet.att.net

CROP Hunger Walk ʼ05
SUNDAY, April 24

Noon - entertainment & registration 
Location TBA

1:15 p.m.  - Walk 
on Centennial Trail

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
FOR HUNGER LOCALLY AND GLOBALLY

Sign up sponsors now for a 10-K or 2-mile walk
TO REGISTER CALL  326-5656

A project of 
Church World Service 
& the Interfaith Council 
of the Inland Northwest

Mater Dei Ministry 
Institute in Spokane

Desire lay ministry? 
religious life? priesthood? 
DISCERN & PREPARE WHILE 

EARNING A UNIVERSITY DEGREE

(800) 645-5347

By Jeannette Solimine
As many people in health care 

begin to recognize the importance 
of prayer in the healing process, 
fewer hospitals are able to afford 
paid chaplains on staff.  

Larger hospitals, which at one 
time could afford paid chaplains, 
are starting to take their cue from 
hospitals in smaller communities 
and many smaller hospitals in 
larger communities, which have 
rarely had paid chaplains.  

A growing number of hospitals 
and communities have volunteer 
chaplains.  One such hospital is 
Whitman Hospital and Medi-
cal Center in Colfax.  Whitman 
Hospital offers in- and out-patient 
surgical and other services, a 48-
bed acute care facility, services of 
50 doctors and three nurse prac-
titioners, and a new outpatient 
surgery center.

The Colfax Ministerial Asso-
ciation saw a need for chaplains 
at the hospital and several of the 
local pastors began volunteering 
their time.  

Kami Raymond, the hospital’s 
social services manager, saw that 
a need was being filled by the 
volunteers and formalized the 
program.  Training is required, 
and lay people are encouraged to 
volunteer as well.

Kami developed the informal 
volunteers into a regular group 
who underwent training in being 
a hospital chaplain, including 
instruction on disease trans-
mission, tuberculosis tests and 
Health Insurance and Portability 
Act (HIPA) regulations regarding 
patient rights and privacy.  This 
consists mostly of reading, watch-
ing videotape and following a cur-
rent chaplain on several visits. 

The chaplains meet twice a 
year for lunch at the hospital to 
discuss policy and law changes, 
give feedback to one another and 
the hospital, and set the schedule 
for the next six months.

Katie Evermann Druffel, who 
was hired in September 2004 to 
replace Kami, currently oversees 
the program.  

Katie, whose family is from 
the Palouse, came to Whitman 
Hospital with previous social 
services experience at Seattle 
Mental Health, University of Ne-
braska Medical Center and Father 

Flanagan’s Boys Town.
Katie’s father, Jim Everman, 

a researcher at Washington State 
who attends Sacred Heart Catho-
lic in Pullman, is part of the vol-
unteer chaplaincy program there, 
a program made up of lay people 
rather than pastors.

Katie intends to carry on where 
Kami left off.   She says that her 
role in the hospital is to “coordi-
nate discharge plans for patients 
who meet high risk criteria and 
those referred by medical staff or 
patient/family request.  

“I collaborate with the patient, 
the medical staff and the patient’s 
family to determine appropriate 
placement, community referrals 
and follow-up,” she said.

The chaplaincy program is one 
part of that role. 

“The chaplaincy program is 
an integral part of our holistic 
interdisciplinary team approach 
to treatment,” said Katie, who 
attends St. Gall in Colton. 

Her goal is to expand and im-
prove the program.  She seeks to 
increase the number of volunteers 
serving as chaplains, focusing on 
involving more lay people.

The volunteer chaplains sign up 
for one to five weeks—in a row or 
spread out over six months—and 

are expected to “make rounds” 
of all non-confidential patients.  
In order to protect patient pri-
vacy—part of the HIPA regula-
tions—chaplains are not allowed 
to visit “confidential” patients, 
those who are not on the list 
the nurse gives them.  This list 
includes the patient’s religious 
affiliation, if they gave it to the 
hospital when they checked in.

Chaplains are at the hospital to 
offer spiritual comfort to the pa-
tients and their families during a 
specific time of stress.  They will 
pray with and for those who desire 
it.  They will attempt to draw out 
the patients and families to help 
them talk about subjects that 
frighten them or comfort them.  

This can come from a simple con-
versation about a person’s home, 
job, family, hopes and dreams.

Through prayer, conversation 
and a gentle touch of the hand, 
chaplains often alleviate the stress 
and anxiety many patients feel 
while confined to a hospital bed.  
Patients often express apprecia-
tion to the chaplain.  

One patient told a chaplain, 
“Thank you for holding my hand 
and praying with me.  I didn’t 
know how much I needed it until 
you did it.”

Because most of the chaplains 
in Colfax have been pastors, 
little training has been given in 
the area of spiritual comfort and 
discussion.  Training in this area 
may need to be added as more lay 
people become involved.

Training also includes what 
chaplains may not do:  Chaplains 
are not to tell others that a patient 
is in the hospital without the pa-
tient’s permission.  They are not 
allowed to pray for people who 
ask them not to, and they must 
leave the room when asked.  

Chaplains are also not to 
proselytize.  They are not there 
as pastors.  Patient rights and 
privacy are at all times to be pro-
tected and no advantage is to be 
taken of someone in a weakened 
state of physical or mental health, 
Katie said.

Though it rarely happens, the 

chaplain for the week would 
also be expected to come in at 
the specific request of a patient 
or family if it appears that the 
patient is dying.

Usually people prefer their 
own pastors, but if the pastor is 
not available or the family does 
not regularly attend church, a 
chaplain will be called.

Occasionally, chaplains provide 
transportation for patients leav-
ing the hospital if other forms of 
transportation are unavailable.

“Being a volunteer chaplain in a 
rural community hospital is not a 
demanding job, but it is a valuable 
one for both the volunteers and the 
patients,” Katie said.  “The need 
for prayer is growing, but many 
who are not regular church-goers 
are still embarrassed to ask.”

A chaplain provides patients 
with the opportunity to agree non-
chalantly to have the chaplain visit 
and pray for their healing.  

Katie believes that “chaplaincy 
addresses the spiritual needs of 
patients and families.”

As acceptance of the need for 
prayer in the healing process 
grows, the possibility of staff 
chaplains in small hospitals may 
grow.  Until that time, smaller, 
rural communities and hospitals, 
and even larger ones such as the 
one in Pullman, will continue to 
use volunteers.

For information, call 397-3435.

Statue of Jesus that was outside Colfax’s old hospital is near the 
entry of the current Whitman Hospital.                         Photo by Jeannette Solimine
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Faith leaders discuss their traditions’ teachings about caring, justice

Make a phone call.
Make a difference.
Donate your unwanted vehicle and help provide health 
and human care services right here in our community.  It’s 
hassle free.  We will even arrange towing if needed.*

Call today for details.
Participating Local Agencies

• American Red Cross                   • Camp Fire, Inland NW Council
• Cancer Patient Care                    • Children’s Home Society  
• E. WA Center for the Deaf               of Washington 
    and Hard of Hearing                  • Excelsior Youth Center 
• Martin Luther King, Jr.                 • Second Harvest Food  
    Family Outreach Center                Bank of the Inland NW 
• Spokane Guilds’ School             • Spokane Neighborhood 
    & Neuromuscular Center               Action Programs (SNAP) 
• United Way of Spokane County  • VNA Home Health Care Services 
• YFA Connections                        • YMCA of the Inland NW

928-1900
www.cars4charity.org

* Cars do not have to be drivable, but they must be complete.

Peace  •  Trust  •  Respect
Providing quality funeral, cemetery & cremation services 

with care, compassion and dignity

Funeral Homes
Ball & Dodd Funeral Homes
  West 5100 Wellesley, Spokane .................. 509 328-5620
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes
  1306 North Monroe St., Spokane  .............. 509 327-6666
Hazen & Jaeger Funeral Homes
  1306 North Pines Rd., Spokane  ................ 509 924-9700
Thornhill Valley Chapel
  1400 South Pines Rd., Spokane  ............... 509 924-2211

Pre-arrangement Plans Available
www.dignitymemorial.com     www.BestHalf.com

www.spokanefuneralhomes.com

• National Network

• National Portability

• 100% Service Guarantee

• 24-Hour Compassion Help-Line

Have you tried

Bishop’s Blend 
Coffee?

• Fair traded  • Organic
• Shade grown

• Choice of blends
Your purchase helps

to meet needs worldwide

For individual or group orders:
(800) 334-7626 (ext. 5129)

www.er-d.org

Susan	Burford
Certified	Public	Accountant

TAX	PREPARATION
for 

Individuals & Businesses

Clergy Taxes a Specialty
5322 S. Pittsburg 

Spokane
448-6624	

10% off all non-deli items
When you bring in this ad

Juicers • Distillers • Dehydrators
 Health & Recipe Books, 

Videos and Tapes
Hallelujah Acres’ Products
Dehydrated Juices & more

Lilac Juice N Smoothie Co.
6208 N. Division - Spokane

483-2633
GOOD THRU FEBRUARY 2005

Inviting reflection on the con-
nection of faith and advocacy at 
the opening of the Eastern Wash-
ington Legislative Conference, 
Interfaith Council director Kateri 
Caron asked representatives of 
four traditions:  “Is the work for 
the wellbeing of all members of 
society, especially the poor, extra 
or integral to living the Abraha-
mic faith traditions of Judaism, 
Catholicism, Protestantism and 
Islam?”

Elliot Fabric of Reform congre-
gations Beth Haverim and Ner Ta-
mid, Rita Waldref of St. Aloysius 
Catholic Church in Spokane, the 
Rev. Bill Peterson of Pullman 
Presbyterian Church and Mam-
douh El-Aareg of the Spokane 
Islamic Center presented reflec-
tions on their traditions’ calls for 
involvement.
Jews called to heal the world

Jewish law was not codified 
until the rabbinic period from 
200 BCE to 200 in the common 
era, Elliot said, but it is based on 
the Torah, the first five books of 
Hebrew Scripture.

“Judaism is based on oral tradi-
tion of the Pharisees and written 
law of the Sadducees.  When Mo-
ses was on the mountain 40 days 
receiving the 10 commandments, 
he likely spent time building the 
basis for the oral interpretations,” 
he said.  “The Talmud has the ba-
sic Jewish law with the interpreta-
tions written around the edges.”

Elliot said Judaism emphasizes 
that it is better to be humane than 
follow a law that humiliates 
someone:  Caring supersedes a 
harsh law.  For example, Jewish 
law has capital punishment, but it 
is almost never imposed because 
of the requirements needed to im-
pose it, even in a case of murder.

“The overriding theme of the 
Torah, Talmud, Prophets and 
Psalms is tikkun olam, which 
means to heal or fix the world, 
usually through social justice.  We 
are judged by how we treat those 
who have the least and are consid-
ered the least desirable—the poor, 
the sick and the elderly,” he said.

So that means Jewish people 
are to be concerned about the 
health, economic, educational, 
environmental and social service 
delivery systems.

“We are to see what needs to 
be changed in the world and work 
to fix it,” Elliot.  “My belief in 
social justice is directly from 
Judaism.”
Catholics teach justice

Rita suggested, as a song by 
Howard Thurman goes, that 
when the celebration of the feast 
of Christmas is past, the work of 
Christmas begins.  

That work is to “find the lost, to 
heal the broken, to feed the hungry 

and to bring peace,” she said.
“The work of the Gospel is to be 

compassionate, to love our neigh-
bors and to promote the common 
good.  Catholic commitment has 
two feet:  direct service to help 
the poor survive their crisis and 
social justice to change the politi-
cal and economic structures that 
cause poverty.”

About 100 years of Catholic 
doctrine rooted in Scriptures up-
lifts seven themes.  Rita followed 
each with quotes from A Century 
of Social Teaching:

1) Life and dignity of the human 
person:  Each person has dignity 
from God.

2) Call to family, community 
and participation:  Each person 
is sacred and social, realizing 
dignity and rights in relationship 
with others.

3) Rights and responsibili-
ties of the human person:  Each 
person has basic rights to and 
responsibilities regarding life, 
food, clothing, housing, health 
care, education, security, social 
services and employment.

4) The option for the poor and 
vulnerable:  The church is to be 
the voice for the voiceless.

5) The dignity of work and 
rights of workers: Work is a form 
of participation in God’s creation, 
and people have the right to de-
cent and productive work, decent 
and fair wages, private property 
and economic initiative.

6) Solidarity: People are one 
human family, whatever their 
national, racial, ethnic, economic 
and ideological differences.

7) Care for God’s creation:  
People are to form sustainable 
communities and develop sus-
tainable livelihoods in creative 
communion with the land, forest, 
water and air.

“In Catholic tradition, we are 
engaged in the work of Christ-
mas as we promote the work of 
justice, so that all might walk and 
live with dignity,” Rita said.
God requires doing justice

Bill commented that whatever 
points might divide people who 
represent “Religions of the Book,” 
the bottom line of the Abrahamic 
faith is captured in Micah 6:8:  
“And what does the Lord require 
of you but to do justice, to love 
kindness and to walk humbly with 
your God.”

“If all of us were to adhere to 

these requirements, what a bet-
ter place this world would be,” 
he said.

Coming from the Reformed 
Protestant tradition, he clarified 
that “to reform something does 
not mean to abandon it.”  Pro-
phetic voices call people “back to 
the basics of faith, but often they 
are kicked out of the tradition they 
want to reform, so people have 
formed separate bodies that move 
them away from their roots.”

He finds some Protestants resist 
awareness that they are protes-
tants, seeking to bring changes to 
make the world a better place.

Out of the history of Christians 
moving apart because of differ-
ences of sacraments and gover-
nance, he affirms ecumenical and 
interfaith cooperation on peace, 
poverty and social justice.

“God informed Abram that he 
was blessed to be a blessing, but 
often we believe we are blessed 
because we have been faithful, are 
special to God or are righteous,” 

Bill said, challenging the idea that 
the blessing is something to grasp 
rather than to share to make the 
world better.

Presbyterians through the years 
have sought to be a blessing 
through medical missions, start-
ing hospitals in this nation and 
around the world, and through 
eradicating illiteracy—one of the 
root causes of poverty—by start-
ing schools, academies, colleges 
and universities.

“Presbyterian schools and col-
leges were often among the first to 
serve poor children and youth, the 
first to accept women as students 
and to educate blacks along with 
whites,” he said.  “Presbyterians 
still seek to make a difference in 
the lives of those Jesus called ‘the 
least of these.’”

Last year, a Presbyterian 
church in Chicago formed the 
Presbyterian Network to End 
Homelessness, which is now 
spreading in the denomination.  
The denomination’s General As-
semblies have periodically reaf-
firmed commitments to end world 
hunger as a priority in the life and 
mission of the church.

A summer camp in Texas 
recently exposed children and 
youth to economic realities and 
decisions in the life of a poor 
mother with two children.

In addition, a youth group in 
North Carolina, appalled by the 
money spent on the Super Bowl 
began a “Souper Bowl Sunday,” 
collecting food or dollars in soup 

Elliot FabricRita Waldref

Continued on next page



 6th Annual Business Diversity 
Leadership Breakfast & Seminar

Gonzaga University, Cataldo Hall, Globe Room
Breakfast:    7:30-10 a.m., Thursday, March 3 - $35

Leadership for Intercultural Competence:  
Being All That We Can Be

Seminar:  10:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m., Thursday, March 3 - $50
Communications, Culture and Complications:  

A Practitioner’s Guide to Intercultural Interaction 

Keynote Speaker for Breakfast and Seminar - Both events $75
Janet Bennett

executive director - Intercultural Communication Institute
To register call Spokane Regional Chamber of Commerce - 624-1393

8th Annual Community 
Congress on Race Relations

‘Responsible Freedom: 
Working Across Cultures’

8:30 a.m.-4 p.m., Wednesday, March 30
Spokane Community College’s Lair Building  –  FREE EVENT

Keynote Speakers
Lee Gardenswartz,  Anita Rowe & Jorge Cherbosque

For information, contact: 323-6550 
or visit www.RaceRelationsSpokane.com
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Jews, Catholics, Protestants, Muslims share Abrahamic roots

THE SCHOOL OF 
THEOLOGY AND MINISTRY

GRADUATE DEGREES
Master of Arts in Pastoral Studies 

Master of Arts in Transforming 
  Spirituality 

Master of Divinity 

CERTIFICATE

Graduate Studies in 

���Spirituality & Health
���Pastoral Administration
���Transforming Spirituality
���Religious Education

School of Theology and Ministry
Seattle University �  901 12th Avenue P.O. Box 222000

Seattle, WA 98122-1090
206.296.5330 �  800.578.3118 

stm@seattleu.edu 
http://www.seattleu.edu/theomin

S h a p i n g  L e a d e r s ,  
T r a n s f o r m i n g  L i v e s  

pots.  It spread nationally and the 
program expects to raise more 
than $5 million ecumenically this 
year to invest in local charities, 
tsunami relief or other projects.

“We have a humble Messiah 
and need to be humble people, 
reminded we are called to do 
justice, love kindness and walk 
humbly,” Bill concluded.
Islam establishes values

About 1,400 years ago, the 
Prophet Mohammed came to a 
society that was corrupt and mis-
guided, said Mamdouh.

“Wars started without reasons 
or for minor differences.  Slavery 
was widespread.  Women had no 
rights.  Infant females were buried 
alive.  Theft, cheating and lying 
were customary,” he said, “and 
indecency was normal.”

Islam came into that time and 
established principles and values 
for people to achieve felicity, 
tranquility and success, to cleanse 
society from its illnesses.

Mamdouh said that Islam hon-
ors women as mothers, wives and 
daughters, protecting their rights, 
educating them and making them 
equal to men in worship, inheri-
tance, obligations and reward.  

Allah says that those who do 
righteousness and have faith will 
have a good life, he said, adding 
that “the Prophet eliminated all 

kinds of prejudice and racism,” 
pointing out that everyone is 
descended from Adam and that 
people’s color, wealth, position 
and lineage are no matter in 
evaluating a person.

Islam prescribes manda-
tory charity—particularly by the 
rich—called Zakat.  It is the third 

pillar of Islam, Mamdouh said.  
Either the government collects 
the charity and gives it to the 
poor, or people give it directly 
to the poor.

It is a means of purification for 
one’s health and wealth to make 
them increase and to protect one-
self from calamities, crises, illness 

and other troubles, he said.
“Zakat is a means to bridge the 

gap between rich and poor, and to 
build a bridge of bonds, mutual 
understanding and mutual protec-
tion,” he said.  

Thus, wealthy people decide 
if the poor will suffer.  It is their 
responsibility to care for the poor.  

If they do not, it is basis for pun-
ishment.

“Obligatory charity is due on 
all types of wealth.  There is also 
voluntary charity, which promises 
those who give great rewards,” he 
said.

“If these principles are fol-
lowed, you will not find a needy 
person,” Mamdouh said.  “A true 
Muslim community is a commu-
nity where the rich care for the 
poor, the strong protect the weak 
and youth help their elders.  It is 
a community full of mercy, love, 
care and prosperity.

“We ask God to guide us all 
to the right path and to help us 
always in doing good,” he said.

Kateri then pointed out that 
half of the 6 billion people on earth 
are Jewish, Christian or Muslim, 
descendants of Abraham, sharing 
the common call to do good works 
on behalf of the poor.  

“Blessings are promised to 
those who care for the needy,” 
she said.

“If we struggle against igno-
rance and misery, the world will 
be blessed,” Kateri said, conclud-
ing that work for the wellbeing of 
all members of society is integral 
to living these faiths.

For information, call 329-1410.

Two advocates present issues before legislative session

Mamdouh El-Aareg The Rev. Bill Peterson

Two legislative advocates, the 
Rev. Paul Benz of the Lutheran 
Public Policy Office and Alice 
Woldt of the Washington As-
sociation of Churches (WAC) 
gave overviews of some of the 
issues before the 2005 session 
of the state legislature during the 
Eastern Washington Legislative 
Conference in Spokane.

Although the state has dropped 
from second to eighth highest rate 
in the rate of hunger, Paul said he 
promotes policies that would put 
it the eighth lowest.  Given the 
concern of the community of faith 
about hunger, he urges support of 
1) the Act for Hungry Families 
to have more schools provide 
breakfasts, along with free and 
reduced-cost lunches, and 2) the 

Farmers Market Nutrition Pro-
gram for people on the WIC and 
senior  nutrition programs to have 
vouchers to purchase fresh fruits 
and vegetables.

To alleviate poverty, he advo-
cates support of 1) Individual De-
velopment Accounts to encourage 
savings for low income people; 
2) maintaining or increasing the 
Child Care Reimbursement Rate; 
3) providing a cost of living in-
crease in TANF grants, and 4) 
keeping the General Assistance 
Unemployable rate in place.

Alice presented the WAC’s 
endorsement for changing the 
tax structure in order to assure 
the economic health of the state.  
The tax system was designed in 
a time when products and sales 

were a greater portion of the 
economy.  Now the economy is 
more service oriented, but the 
state relies on sales and property 
taxes.  As a result, it has a grow-
ing budget deficit, estimated to 
be about $1.8 billion for the next 
biennium, she said.

“The current system is unfair, 
with the poorest people paying 
18 percent and the wealthiest, 

3 percent.  Several bills call for 
transparency so those receiving 
tax breaks verify using them as 
intended to provide jobs.

Health care issues include pre-
scription drug prices, the Basic 
Health Plan, Medicaid premiums, 
mental health parity and health 
care for immigrants.

For information, check at 
www.thewac.org.

Continued from previous page
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Faith groups commit to long-term post-tsunami recovery

Action 
Recycling

911 E. Marietta

TOP PRICES
HONEST WEIGHT

aluminum
brass

copper
stainless

newspapers

483-4094

Aunt Bea’s 
Antiques

We specialize in 
Estate Sales
Always buying 
fine antiques

5005 N. Market 
Spokane, WA, 99207

(509) 487-9278

Spokane's Source for Unique 
Fairly Traded Gifts & Imports

Did you know?
• we are nonprofit and volunteer-run ?
• 15-35 % of our price goes to artisans?
• buying here helps end social injustice     
              at the root of poverty?
shopping at global folk art 

makes a world of difference
Open Mon-Sat 10:30-5:30 – Sun noon-5

35 W Main  –  Spokane
838-0664

Global
Folk Art

Have an International 
Experience

Be A Host Family
Mukogawa Fort Wright Institute is looking for 

American families to serve as a host family for one weekend 
in the spring or fall. A helpful match-up orientation luncheon 
is held one or two weeks before the homestay weekend. 
Students are university-age Japanese women studying 
English and American culture. This is a wonderful opportunity 
to experience a cross-cultural exchange while sharing 
hospitality and friendship.

Always assigned to Host Families in pairs, the 
students participate in whatever the Host Family usually 
does on a weekend. Many Host Families report that they 
also learn more about American culture and language as a 
result of answering the students’ questions.

If you would like to share your family with our students, 
please call

(509) 232-2071 or visit www.mfwi.org/hostfamily/

Retreat from the World
Church, nonprofit and business 
groups may use our facilities 
for lunch and dinner meetings, 
one-day, weekend or week-long 
retreats.  We offer:

• Conference rooms
• Conference tools
• Excellent food
• Quiet atmosphere
• Beautiful grounds
• 20 minutes from downtown

Immaculate
Heart

Retreat Center

A Peaceful Place to Pray and Ponder

6910 S. Ben Burr Rd.
Spokane, WA 99223

448-1224

“The main thing is to find which 
groups have integrity and have the 
capacity to respond,” he said.

“As media attention drops 
and people become tired of the 
story, the faith community must 
continue to educate people to be 
concerned about the suffering of 
our brothers and sisters.  Life was 
bleak for many of them before the 
tsunami,” Doug said.

Growing up in Sri Lanka, 
Siri had limited knowledge of 
the world beyond Sri Lanka, India 
and Malaysia.

“The tsunami helps us under-
stand we are part of one fam-
ily—a global village,” he said.  
“The challenge for educators is 
to build relationships.”

Siri wants to educate Sri Lank-
ans to see the world “in a wider 
way” and know the world cares.  
By 1977, literacy was 94 percent, 
but it has since declined.

“Education is a bridge to reach 
community to community, coun-
try to country,” Siri said.

While disasters draw much at-
tention and money initially, Doug 
finds that “compassion fatigue” 
sets in and media attention shifts 
when the hard work that follows 
relief begins:  rebuilding houses, 
cleaning salt water from fields, 
replacing fishermen’s boats and 
re-establishing people’s lives.

“We have to do the emergency 
phase well, because people need 
food, shelter and clean water.  We 
also have to stay the course long-
term to help people rebuild,” he 
said.  “That part requires faith.”

Siri said it takes three months 
to build a house, but years to 
deal with the emotional and psy-
chological trauma from the loss 
of family members, friends and 
community.  He believes train-
ing he has had in clinical pastoral 
education in the United States will 
be of use when he returns.

“I want to help people find hope 
in awareness they have friends 
around the globe,” he added.
Generosity impresses agencies

Scott and Steve discussed the 
“overwhelming” responses they 
have had from generous people 
offering to help.

Partners International (PI) oper-
ates through indigenous agencies 
in nations.  PI identifies locally 
led ministries to provide holis-
tic response in word and deed 
through local people and entities, 
Steve said.

It supplies funds for use by peo-
ple who understand the culture, 
language and local resources.

Similarly, Catholic Relief 
Services is present through CRS 
agencies and partner agencies 
around the world, while it simul-
taneously keeps people in donor 
nations aware of needs.

“Our job year-round regardless 
of disasters is education, so our 
constituents in the Christian com-
munity are aware,” he said.  “They 
are keenly interested in knowing 
about ministries they help fund.

“When a disaster hits headlines, 
it’s an opportunity to expand our 
education, reaching people in the 
network and new people who 
want to learn what we are do-
ing,” he said.

“People were quick to respond 
to the tsunami.  The disaster hap-
pened on Sunday, and Monday 
morning the phone rang with 
people asking what they could do.  
People’s response helps redeem 
the sorrow about the tsunami.”

Scott described ongoing edu-
cation through Catholic churches.  
Through the liturgical seasons of 
the year, CRS resources help 
people learn about different areas 
of the world.  CRS and Catholic 
Charities constantly orient fami-
lies with children to concerns 
and programs through activities 
families can do at home.

“We weave it seamlessly into 
our normal calendar, so people 
here understand that folks around 
the world are our brothers and sis-
ters,” Scott said.

Beyond ongoing awareness, 
he is gratified by the people’s 
generous response to tsunami 
relief—people not part of the 
normal donor base.

“The solidarity piece of our 
faith says everyone is our neigh-
bor—someone in line at a soup 
kitchen downtown or someone 
in line for relief supplies in the 
Indian Ocean rim.  There is no 
distinction between them through 
my faith lens,” said Scott.

In the midst of an overload of 
information, he provides simple 
ways to disseminate small, di-
gestible bits of information and 
models for response.  Beyond 
facts, he said, people need to 
know how to associate the in-

formation with their faith values 
and how to integrate it into their 
prayer lives, their understanding 
of scriptures and their everyday 
living of faith.

Scott said with so many trau-
matic images shown over and 
over, it’s easy to reach a point of 
“enough.”

“The faith community’s re-
sponse, however, can be an oppor-
tunity to reground us and redeem 
our relationships with other parts 
of the world, as we reach out for 
generations,” he said.  

“Our challenge is to overcome 
our short attention span when 
media move to the next bright 
shiny object.  We need to commit 
ourselves as the faith community 
calls, recalls and reminds us to 
reach out to meet needs of people 
for years,” he said.

Both said crises continue for 
refugees in Sudan, as AIDS wipes 
out generations and as hundreds of 
thousands of people die in floods 
in Bangladesh.

Steve, who has worked with 
PI five years, said most non-
profits have a core of committed 
people.  

“It’s nice when the core grows, 
but it’s often as a result of a disas-
ter.  We always work to expand 
the number of people supporting, 
praying for and lending a hand in 
our mission.  We need to hang in 
and not just be victims of whatever 
is on the front page,” he said.

The ongoing work makes 
organizations trusted vehicles for 
constituents.  Many know their 
gifts mean that funds are on hand 
for immediate response to the next 
disaster and that designated funds 
go where intended, Steve said.

Scott said several callers have 
asked “good questions” about 
overhead, use of funds and op-
tions.  He appreciates careful 
giving, because it makes organi-
zations accountable to donors.

While giving rises in days, 

weeks and months after a disaster, 
Steve said when it drops it does 
not fall below where it was, be-
cause the donor base broadens.

Faith-based organizations also 
help address non-material needs.

In any social service, Scott said 
that presence and attention are as 
valuable as material assistance.

“Obviously people need 
clothes, shelter and food,” Steve 
said, “but people I have met in ref-
ugee camps and war situations are 
asking the life questions:  What is 
the meaning of my loss?  Why did 
this happen?  How can I handle 
this?  Is there a God?  What does 
God have to do with this?

“We are spiritual as well as 
material beings, so we have ques-
tions,” he said.

He added that donors ask such 
faith questions as:  “Are we be-
ing good stewards?  What are we 
called to do and be in the world in 
which we live where there is suf-
fering, difficulty and disaster?”

“With the loss of life among 

foreign tourists, the wide region 
affected and that area’s depen-
dence on tourism, we realize we 
are in a global community,” Steve 
noted.

For information, call 888-297-
2767 (CWS), 484-4331 (Siri), 
358-4273 (CRS) or 343-4044 (PI).  
For a list of agencies responding, 
visit www.interaction.org/sasia/.

Continued from page 1

Kekandure Dhammasiri and Doug Bean at the end of the taping.

Steve Downey

Scott Cooper
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Entering ‘promised land’ of freedom requires sacrifice

Find your "Point of Inspiration" at

Year-round facility—270 acres & 4,800 feet of waterfront 
on the east shore of Lake Coeur d'Alene.

 •    Open for non-profit groups from 16 to 160
 •    Two retreat lodges with all facilities
 •    Fourteen cabins with baths down the trail
 •    Lakeside chapel
 •    Open-air pavilion for worship, dance or programs
 •    Sheltered cove for swimming and boat moorage
 •    Excellent food service, served family style
 •   Canoes and sailboats available
 •    Hiking trails
 •   Adventure challenge course
 •    Volleyball, basketball and horseshoes

Call 1-800-448-3489 to reserve your date 
for retreats, seminars, workshops or fellowship!  

Come and catch the spirit!

Got
Hands!

Help
The Fig Tree

develop its website
increase circulation
expand coverage

deliver newspapers
keep up data

535-1813

described himself and his peers as 
the “Joshua generation,” follow-
ing the modern Moses, Martin 
Luther King, Jr.

Tawan said King’s words on 
April 3, 1968, tie him with Moses: 
“I have been to the mountain top 
and seen the promised land.” Like 
Moses, King knew he would not 
enter the promised land.

“Some in my generation are 
unconscious of what King did.  
We never met Jim Crow laws.  
We never marched, fought or sat 
in for freedom.  We are the Joshua 
generation.” 

Tawan reminded listeners 
that Africans survived crossing 
the ocean in slave ships in the 
1600s and spent 300 years in 
bondage.  When they could not 
cross their Red Sea, they had the 
Civil War that won full freedom 
and citizenship through the 13th 
and 14th amendments to the Con-
stitution.

“For 100 years, we wandered 
in the wilderness of Jim Crow 
laws that made us feel of less 
value because of our skin color,” 
Tawan said, reminding African 
Americans they were not alone 
in the wilderness.  

Others excluded and oppressed 
included Irish Catholics who left 
British oppression and a potato 
famine, Polish, Jewish, Italian, 
and Native Americans.  Asian 
Americans were profiled and 
forced into internment camps.

“They all wandered in the wil-
derness,” Tawan said.

“The Joshua generation needs 
to pause and thank those who 
brought us to the Promised Land.  
We need to thank those who went 
before: Nate Turner who led a re-
bellion; Harriet Tubman who left 
her home in the North 19 times 
and went to the South to bring 
slaves to freedom; Quakers who 
risked their lives with other abo-
litionists, and Fredrick Douglass, 
who advocated abolition.”

Tawan then thanked those 
who started and carry out the 
NAACP (National Association 
for the Advancement of Col-
ored People), the Legal Defense 
Fund, the Black Panthers, the civil 
rights movement and civil rights 
marches, and all people who took 
a stand, like Rosa Parks.

“We thank King for marching 
from sea to sea so we can join 
hands.  Most of all we thank 
God for seeing us through the 
difficult times—the dark days 
of history—and for intervening 
in the miracle of life to make a 

difference,” Tawan said.
God visited Joshua after Mo-

ses died and told Joshua to lead 
the way into the Promised Land, 
crossing the Jordan River when it 
was flooded.

“God was not going to part the 
river—representing the conflicts 
and contradictions of life,” he 
said.  “While the United States is 
more open than it once was, mi-
norities still have the highest drop-
out rates; minority schools often 
fail; minorities may no longer be 
chased by dogs when they march, 
but many march with gangs, and 
the cycle of poverty passes on 
from generation to generation.

“Doors have opened in sports 
that once kept blacks out, but 
some sports have turned into 
brawls.  Some black singers cel-
ebrate the worst in us—violence, 
sexual lasciviousness, using 
people and abusing drugs.  Some 
drive fancy cars and live in fancy 
houses, but are caught in a blame 
syndrome.  Some put diamonds on 
their fingers before they invest in 
their children’s education.

“We may have Condolezza Rice 
in Washington, D.C., and Barak 
Obama in Chicago, but who in 
Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, 
California, Tennessee, Oregon 
or Spokane speaks for voiceless 
people?” he asked, concerned that 
young people with too little love 
become parents, young people 
cycle through the criminal sys-
tem and people are intimidated at 
voting booths.

“The Moses generation brought 
us to the water’s edge. What are 
we to do?  We are to do what God 
told Joshua to do:  to go and stand 
in the river, to gather the priests 
and the Ark of the Covenant and 
go into the river.  To carry the 
heavy box into the swift river 
would mean they would drown,” 
Tawan said.

What did God mean?  
“First, God wanted them to 

do something sacrificial and self-
less for someone else,” Tawan 
said.  “God wanted the people to 
be where they needed to be—in 
danger and ready to sacrifice for 
all the people.

“God didn’t tell preachers and 
politicians to wait until they had 
power and prestige in their de-
nomination or community.  God 
told them to risk their lives.  

“Sometimes preachers, who are 
central figures in their communi-
ties, have squandered their role.  
It’s time for them to sacrifice 
something for someone else—to 
fund a drug rehabilitation center, 

talk with school leaders, go where 
people need them, visit someone 
in jail, feed a hungry child, pick 
an issue and advocate, not to stand 
by, but to go stand in the river.”

It’s difficult and dangerous to 
enter the currents of poverty, vio-
lence, drugs, poor education, job-
lessness and brokenness, Tawan 
said.  “God did not tell me to be 
important, but to stand in the river 
to help someone.”

Second, to stand in the river 
means to do amazing things to-
gether.

“Sometimes one man like Mo-
ses or King leads a generation, 
but ultimately, we are all to work 
together, to stop scrambling for 
position and power,” said Tawan, 
who sees that some in the King 
generation lost their fire by liv-
ing in the success, sickness and 
comfort of suburbia.

“My generation cannot cross 
the river alone.  We need to grab 
someone, look him or her in the 
face and say, ‘Let’s go together!’  
I may achieve and make a differ-
ence, but I can’t do it alone.”

Third, going into the river 
means having the faith to do 
something radical and risky.

“If God is with you, who will 

be against you?” Tawan reminded 
from Scripture.  “God will renew 
your strength so you will open 
a community center, start a pro-
gram, embrace a young person.  

“Why should I stand in the 
river?” he again asked rhetori-
cally, “Because I believe.  I have 
not always believed.  As a young 
man, God helped me. I understand 
what it means to see God in a 
hummingbird, a flower, moun-
tains, the ocean—in everything all 
around us,” he said, listing many 
common scenes.  “I see good all 
over me.  The first thing I need to 
believe in is God.”

Some people know God exists 
without reading theologians or 
philosophers.  

“We may not believe all the 
complex tenets of our denomina-
tions or may not memorize the 
Bible, but we know we believe,” 
he said.

“Once I was blind, but now I 
see,” he said, telling of his experi-
ence Sept. 11, 2001.

Tawan arrived for work by 
subway.  Smoke surrounded him 
as he stepped onto the platform. 
On the street, people, were run-
ning.  Over his shoulder, he saw 
the World Trade Center on fire.  

He headed to his office, but it 
was closed.  Outside, a woman 
told him to come with her to the 
river.  They crossed the Hudson 
River by boat as the second tower 
went down.  

“The boat dropped me five 
blocks from my house.  You ask 
me why I believe?  My life was 
not worth ant more than any of 
the 3,500 who were lost.  I knew 
I couldn’t have a spared life and 
spend it on a bank!”

Now studying in England, he 
realizes “America exists so the 
many do not trample on the few.  
America is the hope of the world.  
Let’s not be confused by what is 
happening in Washington, D.C., 
or Olympia.

“Yes, there are moral issues, 
and I am with you on them, but 
moral issues also include educat-
ing people, making jobs available, 
keeping people off the streets, 
providing access to health care 
and assuring benefits for senior 
citizens,” he said.

“Nothing can disqualify any-
one from sharing in the dream,” 
he said.

“In my neighborhood, I often 
went with the pastor to pray over 
those shot down in the 1980s 
by drug dealers.  I don’t care if 
it’s poverty, family issues, your 
past—you cannot be disqualified 
from the dream,” he assured.

“You are part of what God is 
trying to do, so go stand in the 
river:  Do something brave, bold 
and beautiful to make a difference 
for someone else.  

“Go stand in the river,” he said.  
“When we realize the dream for 
ourselves, we can then sing:’ Free 
at last!  Free at last!’” 

Continued from page 1

Tawan Davis speaks at Martin Luther King, Jr., service.

Warm yourself and those
in financial need
Craven’s Coffee, together with Avista Utilities,
introduces a special coffee blend called Share
the Warmth with a portion of each purchase going
to Project Share, a community funded organization
that helps families in need pay their energy bills. So, whenever you warm
up with a cup of this smoky mixture of light and dark roasts, you’re helping
someone else stay warm, too.

Share the Warmth Blend coffee is available at all Tidyman’s, Rosauers and
Yoke’s grocery stores.

You can also make donations to Project Share on your energy bill. Donate
on your monthly statement by indicating a write-in contribution of $2, $5,
$10 or more. The pledge will then appear on your monthly statement as a
reminder.

Your donation or monthly pledge helps local families stay warm. A little
each month goes a long way.
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Tsunami presents challenge to all who care about suffering in world

Outpouring to disaster contrasts with response to suffering during war

Reflection by the Rev. Kenneth Fernando, 
retired Anglican Bishop of Colombo, Sri 
Lanka and former co-president of the 
Christian Conference of Asia.  He recently 
shared these thoughts in an email to his 
friend, Fig Tree editor Mary Stamp:

The recent tsunami in the Indian Ocean 
presents a challenge to all who reflect on 
our world and events that take place in it. 

Tsunamis have taken place in many parts 
of the world and we know of about 298 
of them—some very small and some very 
large, but none of them larger than that of 
Dec. 26. The occurrence of tsunamis is 
a possibility any time and in any coastal 
area. 

The world knows much about tsuna-
mis—where they have occurred and how 
they are caused. Sadly, many of us did not 
know much, learning the word only after 
Dec. 26. 

While much effort has been put into 
space research and making weapons of 
mass destruction, not enough has been done 
to save the world from tsunamis and other 
such natural disasters. Indeed they cannot 
be prevented but we could have had more 
efficient early warning systems in place, if 
only we had our priorities right. 

Against that context, what do we make 
of this terrible disaster? 

It poses a special challenge to all those 
who believe in a Creator God and in tran-
scendental powers, as I do. 

If there is a Creator God and if we are 
under the control and influence of transcen-
dental meta cosmic powers, how could such 
a thing have been allowed to happen? 

Let us learn to approach this and other 

such problems scientifically, that is, us-
ing the best scientific knowledge at our 
disposal. 

Many people in Sri Lanka, for instance, 
still believe that angry gods need to be pla-
cated, human sacrifices need to be offered 
and that it is best to trust in astrology. Be-
ginning in secondary schools, all of us need 
to be educated about natural phenomena 
and the need to think scientifically and act 
accordingly. 

Those who attribute the tsunami to Kar-
mic forces could not have studied what 
Buddhism and Hinduism teach about the 
way in which the laws of Karma operate. 
We simply cannot attribute all that happens 
in our world to Karma. 

Most theists will attribute the tsunami 
to God, as an act of God. 

Do we really believe, if we ever did so, 
in a cruel wicked God who can destroy so 
many innocent thousands in one fell blow?  
I simply cannot believe in such a God. The 
God in whom Christians, like me, believe 
is a God of infinite compassion and love, 
who loves all people at all times under all 
circumstances. 

God desires the well being of all and does 
not desire the death of a sinner, but rather 
that the sinner should turn away from evil 
ways and live. 

Some may believe that God is deliber-
ately punishing an evil generation. Can a 
God of justice punish the good with the evil 
and give vent to wrath in such a dreadful 
way?  No, this is not a punishment from 
God.  No one can believe in such a venge-
ful God. 

In fact, we have experienced this deadly 

disaster and we simply have no explanation. 
The world continues to be a well ordered 
and well governed place, this disaster not-
withstanding.

The exception does not disprove the rule.  
As long as we live on this earth we shall 
have to put up with such terrible phenom-
ena as earthquakes, floods and tsunamis, 
and we shall never know why. The human-
made disasters are indeed another matter.  
We do know why they happen. 

Some Christians want so say that God’s 
ways are mysterious and that somehow 
God will make some good to issue from 
this disaster. What a terrible way in which 
to make some good to result, when one 
thinks of the terrible suffering the tsunami 
has caused. 

We humans never can explain these ter-
rible events, but we can turn even the most 
terrible disaster into something beneficial 
to humankind if we want to. 

This seems to be the only way we can live 
through this disaster and retain our sanity. 

One day around 32 A.D. an innocent 
person, Jesus Christ, was killed by people. 
That Jesus was the example of millions of 
others who have been made to suffer, be 
punished and be killed through no fault of 
their own. 

We have been able to turn Jesus’ death 
and deaths of others like him into a source 
of inspiration and benefit for humankind.  

The great martyrs—and I do not mean 
just the people of religion, but all people  
who have died standing up for justice, truth 
and peace—have inspired even the most 
cynical among us.  If that is so, then they 
have not died in vain. 

The thousands of people who have been 
made to suffer so much and to die on Dec. 
26 may perhaps bring at least a few of us 
to our true senses. 

How could we have killed one another 
in internecine conflicts for so long? How 
could we have killed so many of our own 
fellow country people by simply ignoring 
the death-dealing poverty in which they 
languish? How could we have wasted 
our own resources and the resources of 
our countries in wars or in extravagant, 
wasteful lifestyles when so many of our 
own people did not have the basic needs 
of life, like clean water, food, clothing and 
shelter? 

Perhaps the tsunami will make us give 
up quibbling and begin yearning for justice 
and peace with greater sincerity. 

Perhaps it will impel us not just to send 
back the displaced to their hovels and their 
grinding poverty, but to make it possible 
for all of them to live decent human lives 
which is their birthright. 

If we wish, we can learn from the tsu-
nami that, just as it did not discriminate 
between rich and poor, Sinhala and Tamil, 
male and female or any other such thing, so 
we too must live as one human family, all 
subject to the many changes and chances 
of this life.

Are any conflicts or divisions justifi-
able any longer when just one tsunami can 
finish up the lives of us all in a matter of 
minutes? 

If the tsunami will teach us this lesson, 
the many thousands who have died would 
not have died in vain. It may be that God 
still continues to reign.

The force of the natural disaster of the 
tsunami was unparalleled, with the excep-
tion of earthquakes and floods in China and 
Peru in past centuries.  This one was pre-
ceded by a seismic 9 point earthquake in the 
bowels of the Indian Ocean and accompa-
nied by a tidal wave that swept thousands of 
people from Sri Lanka, Malaysia, Thailand 
and Indonesia into a roaring sea.

 The questions followed:  “Where was 
God in all this?  Was it God’s will, or even 
God’s permissive will?  No, God does not 
will natural disasters.  

The Bible is clear on that subject.  There 
is no answer for the sudden occurrence of 
most natural disasters.  They could occur 
with no more than 15 minutes of warning 
according to the U.S. Geological Survey, 
and this one did.

 The number of lost souls—more than 
200,000—is heart-breaking and the lines 
of survivors with stretching, begging hands 
and pleading eyes has touched the world 
with unprecedented compassion.  

Nations compete with one another in an 
outpouring of aid.  Our U.S. military sent 
helicopters to remote areas to unload car-
tons of supplies, including precious bottled 
water.  One positive factor is that nations 
have joined hands in the global effort, now 
under the direction of the United Nations.  

Faith communities and individuals in 
our country continue sending relief and 
especially the requested cash donations 
where suitable aid articles can be pur-
chased locally.

Among the questions under discussion 
are:  How does this disaster compare in 
numbers of fatalities with the loss of lives in 
the perpetual wars of the 20th and now 21st 
centuries?  War produces an even greater 
toll of deaths than natural disasters.  

At present, a tragedy that borders on 
genocide is happening in Sudan.  Numbers 
there exceed those of the tsunami.  Millions 
of innocent people are the victims in many 
areas of African conflict.

It is reported that approximately 150,000 

children die every day in Africa.  The plight 
of refugees in war areas is a critical global 
concern.  Less than one percent of our U.S. 
budget goes to foreign aid.  The point here 
is that victims of war exceed those of natu-
ral disasters, as horrible and unpredictable 
as the disasters are.

With the former, we do have the choice 
to pursue the paths of peace as a first pri-
ority when conflict threatens.  In natural 
disasters, we have no choices.

Other questions surface:  Are we ever 
justified in attacking a sovereign nation?  
Pre-emptive strikes are usually made with 
questionable or false information.  What is 
a just war according to St. Augustine?  Does 
the nuclear factor in the 21st century give 
sufficient cause for “pause”?  Is the “un-
thinkable” fast becoming an option?  

The paths for peace are thorny at best.  
Do we fight war to make peace?  What 
about the U.S. accumulation of un-signed 
peace treaties awaiting Senate ratification?  
The United States and other nations can 

always opt for peaceful settlement as first 
consideration in arbitration.

These questions are not meant to miti-
gate the sudden horror and loss of precious 
life.  

The point is that we, via the leaders of 
the world and our own government, can 
choose the peace process over the “drum 
beat of war.”

 Stories keep coming to light.  I think 
of a mother rushing toward the hills in the 
wake of a huge tidal wave.  She carried a 
baby and clutched the hand of a young son.  
Finally, knowing she couldn’t save both, 
she left the baby on the beach.  What agony 
prompted her decision!

 Life is a matter of decisions, from those 
on the personal level to those related to 
peacekeeping and influence of public opin-
ion regarding the policies of our leaders.  In 
each scenario, let us listen to Christ’s man-
date:  “Blessed are the peace-makers, for 
they shall be called the children of God.”

Jo Hendricks - contributing editor

We are divided into denominations 
and that often has us comparing ourselves 
to other churches and arguing over who is 
better.  This denies our essential unity and 
robs us of spiritual power as a church com-
munity of believers.  So I am a proponent 
of ecumenism.  I believe much more unites 
us than divides us as Christians, and I cel-
ebrate ways we can witness to our oneness 
in society.

St. Stephen’s Episcopal Church and 
Hamblen Park Presbyterian will come 
together for an evening Ash Wednesday 
service on Feb. 9 and again for a Maundy 
Thursday service of foot-washing and Eu-
charist on March 24.

We Christians have our preferences in 
worship styles, and our disagreements 
over doctrine, but the abiding hope is that 
we pray after communion, “may we all be 
one.”

This does not mean we must all do things 
the same way or emphasize the same things, 
but we can share in the one body as we 
jointly minister to the world. 

I treasure Anglican and Episcopalian lit-
urgies and ethos.  To engage in ecumenical 
activity or to pray for unity in Christianity 
does not mean to give up our identity as 
Anglicans but rather to celebrate the dif-
ferent gifts that each of our faith traditions 
offer our people and the world.

Promoting a spirit of reconciliation 
among Christians is the model that the 
church can offer to a world that desper-
ately needs to recognize the unity of our 
human family, even while treasuring the 
gifts of diversity.

Father John Shepard
St. Stephen’s Episcopal

I am tired.  Often my “to do” lists 

are longer than my energy.  There is not 
enough time in a day.  Seminars, books 
and programs on time management offer 
such time-saving strategies as:  “Don’t 
work more; work smart.”  I’ve tried some, 
and they seem to work—briefly—but they 
are cosmetic and don’t reach the heart of 
my weariness.

My need is almost always focus.  When I 
am tired, I need to refocus—setting priori-
ties, cutting back on my “to do” list—but 
engaging a time management technique 
doesn’t work long if I am unable to refocus 
my heart, mind and life.

I am tired when I forget that my life, work 
and play are gifts from God.  When I focus 
on myself and what I must do, I forget God 
has all things in hand, even my demanding, 
often chaotic life.

I remember a prayer from French priest 
Michel Quoist. It always reminded me that 

God has given me the gift of time, that my 
time is in God’s hands, and that there is 
always enough time to do what God wants 
me to do.

I am called to focus on what God wants 
me to do.  It’s not easy, because God’s ways 
are not often our ways.  Sometimes, more 
things get done when I do nothing.

The church has given us Lent as a time 
of refocusing, focusing on God’s call to 
us and God’s life in us; on our baptism 
and new life, and on the daily death and 
resurrection of life in Jesus Christ.  Lent 
is a time for going back to the basics of 
our faith and life as God’s people, so we 
can be led by God’s grace.  Then the rest 
of our needs, responsibilities and time will 
find their place. 

The Rev. Tom Soeldner
Salem Lutheran
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Shalom Book Club
Exploring a Christ-Centered Approach to Urban Ministry and Community Development

Meets 4th Monday monthly @ 6:30 p.m. • Cost is $15
Lutheran Book Parlor (1414 W. Broadway)  •  328-6527

Read Reflect Act Read Reflect Act Read Reflect Act Read Reflect Act Read Reflect Act

Hillyard Florist
FULL SERVICE FLOWER SHOP

4915 N. MARKET
Spokane, WA

489-5001

David Crum, DMin 
Pastoral Family Psychotherapy
Fellow, American Association of Pastoral Counselors

State Licensed Mental Health Counselor
APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE AT:

Veradale United Church of Christ - 611  N. Progress - Spokane Valley
St. Mark’s Lutheran - 24th & S. Grand - Spokane

   443-1096    www.pastoralfamilypsychotherapy.com

VOLVO    •    TOYOTA    •    DATSUN

C & H Foreign Auto Repair
E. 620 North Foothills Dr.       Spokane, WA 99207
 EDWARD W. CUSHMAN                487-9683 OR 484-5221

Jan 30- • Season for Peace and Nonviolence focusing on philosophy of
April 4   Gandhi and Martin Luther King, Jr., see p. 2
Feb 5 • Sixth Annual AHANA Anniversary Dinner, “Prosperity and 

Possibilities—Building Your Dreams,” Ali Tarhouni, University 
of Washington business economics lecturer, Cataldo Hall at 
Gonzaga University, 6 p.m. - call 838-1881

Feb 6 • Fr. Simon Harrak, SJ, presentation on Iraq War, see this page
Feb 7 • United Nations Association, see this page
Feb 8 • VOICES, Salem Lutheran, 1428 W. Broadway, 5:30 p.m.
Feb 9, 23 • “Nurturing Cultures of Peace” study series, Peace and Justice 

Action League of Spokane (PJALS), Community Building, 35 
W. Main,  6:30 p.m.

Feb 10 • Spokane CROP Walk Planning, see this page
 • Catholicism for the New Millennium Series, see this page
Feb 11, 12 • “Authentically Speaking,” workshop on nonviolent 

communication, see p. 2
Feb 12 • Twilight Retreat for Married Couples led by Kathy and Mitch 

Finley, St. Aloysius Parish Center, 300 E. Boone - call 323-
7006

Feb 14, 28 • Spokane Citizens for a Living Wage, 35 W. Main, 5 p.m.
Feb 16 • Fig Tree Interactive Web Advisory Team, Whitworth, p. 1
Feb 24 • Draft Workshop, PJALS, 35 W. Main, 6:30 p.m.
Feb 28 • Anger Support Group begins, St. Joseph Family Center, p. 4
March 3 • Fig Tree distribution, St. Mark Lutheran, 24th & Grand, 9 a.m.
 • Business Diversity Leadership Breakfast and Seminar, p. 7
 • CROP Walk Recruitment Meeting, see above
March 4 • Fig Tree Board, Manito United Methodist, 3220 S. Grand., 1 p.m.
Mondays • PEACH Safe Food Orientation - call 455-2552
Tuesdays • The Fig Tree Show, cable channel 14, 5 p.m.
Tues-Sats • Habitat for Humanity work days - call 534-2552
Fridays  • Peace Vigil at Army Recruiting Office, Colville - call 675-4554
1st Sats • Interdenominational Ministerial Fellowship Union - call 624-0522
2nd Suns • Sacred Harp Shape-Note Singers, 2929 Waterford Dr., 7 p.m.
 • Stevens County Fellowship of Reconciliation, First 

Congregational, Colville, 6:30 p.m. – call 738-4962

Rockwood Retirement Communities are
dedicated to the lifelong vitality and

well-being of the whole person.
Enhance your Spiritual, Social, Physical, and Intellectual Life

in a comfortable custom home or apartment, with assisted
living and skilled nursing available.

Rockwood South 2903 E. 25th Avenue
Rockwood at Hawthorne 101 E. Hawthorne Rd.

536-6650

125 S. Arthur
Spokane, WA 99202

(509) 535-0229
(800) 753-0229

• Paper by the ream
• Largest selection of colors, 
  designs & weights in the area
• Case discounts
• Wedding invitations & bulletins
• Preprinted papers including all 
  holiday papers
• Envelopes in a large variety 
  of sizes
• Mention this ad and receive 
  10% off on Mondays

Spiritually	Centered	Housing	and	Community
Experience the joy of shared, cooperative housing 

in the context of a radical Christianity.
Celebrate community, simplified living 

and working for social justice.
Jubilee	Community	&	Housing	Ministries
509.328.4540									jubileecommunity@hotmail.com

Spirituality-Based Men’s Retreat
‘Creation-Centered Spirituality’
led by Brother Joseph Kilikevice 

incorporating the DANCES OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
For men, regardless of religious affiliation, to come and 
experience a renewal of their personal spirituality in a 

shared experience with other men of faith and good will at 
Camp N SID SEN on Lake Coeur d’Alene

February 25 to 28
For information, contact Richard Kohles at 

208-665-5234 or rkohles@coldwellbanker-idaho.com

With 10 community agencies, 
Transitions has helped develop the 
Portfolio Project to make housing 
more attainable for people who 
have worked to overcome dif-
ficult circumstances.

The project provides a system 
of documentation for low-income, 
homeless and disenfranchised 
people in Spokane to validate their 
progress towards self-sufficiency 
in working with any participating 
agency.

Agencies have taught skills but 
not had a system for tracking an 
individual’s progress.  The project 
will eliminate duplication.  It will 
also market to local landlords and 

Project eases access to help
rental agencies that would give a 
second chance to someone with 
poor credit or prior evictions.

The curriculum deals with 
money management, finding a 
home, renter responsibility and 
protecting self and property.

Participating agencies are St. 
Joseph Family Center, Hope 
House, Anna Ogden Hall, Life 
Skills Women’s Programs, Spo-
kane Housing Authority, Spokane 
Neighborhood Action Programs, 
House of Charity, St. Margaret’s, 
Interfaith Hospitality Network 
and the Inland Empire Rental 
Association.

For information, call 328-6702.

Daybreak of Spokane
Chemical dependency treatment

for youth to 18 years old.
Outpatient and residential treatment

Daybreak relies on financial support from churches, individuals and agencies.

927-1688   •   11707 E. Sprague, D-4    •    Spokane, WA 99206

CROP Walk
set April 24

The Spokane CROP Walk plans 
are underway with the annual Re-
cruitment Meeting set at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, March 3, at the Mission 
Community Presbyterian Church, 
2103 E. Mission.

Planning meetings will be at 7 
p.m., Thursday, Feb. 10, March 10 
and 24, and April 21, at Manito 
United Methodist Church, 3220 
S. Grand, and April 7, at St.  
Paul’s United Methodist, 1620 
N. Monroe.

For information, call 326-5656.

Lecture series 
features priest

“Facing the Ongoing Crisis in 
the Church” is the theme for a lec-
ture by the Rev. Thomas Doyle, a 
Dominican priest, canon lawyer 
and former Air Force chaplain, at 
7:30 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 10, at 
the Globe Room of Cataldo Hall 
at Gonzaga University.

His presentation is part of the 
Catholicism for a New Millen-
nium lecture series co-sponsored 
by the religious studies depart-
ment and the honors program.

For information, call 323-6715.

UNA to hear 
talk on Russia

Kevin O’Connor, professor of 
history at Gonzaga University, 
will speak on “Enlightened Des-
pot?  Politics and Power in Putin’s 
Russia” at the United Nations 
Association meeting at 7 p.m., 
Monday, Feb. 7, at the Unitarian 
Universalist Church, 4340 W. Fort 
George Wright Dr.

He will assess the state of de-
mocracy in Russia and Russia’s 
role in the world in light of the 
recent elections in the Ukraine.  

He is author of two books on 
the history and culture of Baltic 
States and a soon-to-be published 
book on Russian nationalism and 
conservative opposition to per-
estroika. 

For information, call 624-3608.

Environment 
focus of talk

Alan Durning, author of Casca-
dia Scorecard, the Northwest En-
vironment Watch’s project to track 
the long-term health of the region 
through seven key indicators, will 
speak on sustainability at 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 9, at the Spo-
kane City Council Chambers, 808 
W. Spokane Falls Blvd.

For information, visit www. 
northwestwatch.org/spokane.

Father Simon Harak, S.J.,  a 
Christian scholar on the Iraq 
War, will speak at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 6, at the Gonzaga University 
Law School on “Iraq: An Ethical 
Analysis of Ends and Means.”

He is the founder of Voices in 
the Wilderness and has been to 
Iraq three times with that organi-
zation.  He is on a speaking tour 
of the Northwest representing the 
War Resisters League.  His speech 

Priest speaks on Iraq War
in Spokane is sponsored by the 
GU Peace and Justice Club, Pax 
Christi and the Peace and Justice 
Action League of Spokane.

A former ethics professor, he 
has written and edited several 
books and articles.  Since leaving 
Fairfield University in 1998, he 
has given thousands of presenta-
tions on Iraq in the United States 
and abroad.

For information, call 838-7870.
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Preschool teacher sees beginnings of spirituality in children’s awe

Interfaith Council - Circle of Caring
hosts nationally known speaker, writer, activist

The Rev. Al Miles

Ending Domestic Violence:
Why the Entire Community Must Be Involved

March 15 - 6:30 p.m. - Reception and Talk
Berachah Church at St. John’s Lutheran Church - 2 W. 3rd Ave. - Community Gospel Choir

March 16 - 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. - Workshop 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church - 314 S. Spruce - registration required - lunch at City Forum

March 16 - 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. - Spokane City Forum
First Presbyterian Church - 318 S. Cedar 

To register for lunch, call 777-1555  –  Walk-ins welcome to hear speaker

March 16 - 7:30 p.m. - Lecture on Teen Dating Violence
Westminster Congregational United Church of 

Christ - 411 S. Washington

For all events, call

329-1410
www.interfaithnw.org
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Don	A.	Barlow,	EdD
Licensed Mental Health Counselor

Grief & Loss Support Groups • Men’s Issues Groups
535-7466

By Deidre Jacobson
Observing children abandon 

their faith as they grew older 
inspired Holy Trinity Greek 
Orthodox Church member and 
Montessori instructor, Elizabeth 
White, to write a book about nur-
turing spirituality in children.

A mother of three and grand-
mother of two, she also draws 
from experience as an educator 
and creator of a Sunday school 
curriculum for children. 

Elizabeth knows that a child’s 
beginning spirituality is often 
based on everyday experiences.  

She has observed children filled 
with awe as they witnessed nature 
and the beauty of the world.

Reared in Spokane by a Meth-
odist mother and Episcopalian 
father, Elizabeth searched dif-
ferent faiths in her early teens.  
She visited many churches in her 
searching years.

While attending nurses training 
in Spokane, she was invited by a 
roommate to an Orthodox Church 
and began to attend.

When her husband, Carl, died in 
1972, the priest reached out to her 
with compassion.  She had found 
her church home.

After her husband’s death, Eliz-
abeth, then a single mother with 
three boys, returned to college and 
changed her focus to education, 
operating a day care for seven 
years. Her two youngest children 
had attended a Montessori school, 
and she loved the method.  

There was no local training for 
it, and it was not feasible for her 
to relocate. 

Shortly after selling her day-
care business she saw an ad about 
a Seattle program offering train-
ing.  She and several local Mon-
tessori teachers brought a trainer 
from Seattle one weekend a month 
to conduct classes in Spokane.   

Twenty years of Montessori 
teaching have prepared Elizabeth 
for the position she now holds, di-
rector of the Spokane Montessori 
School, 9009 N. Wall St.

The similarities within her 
understanding of the Orthodox 
tradition—with its rich liturgi-
cal worship, savoring of sensory 
experiences of sight, sound, smell 
and feeling—and the Montessori 
program’s emphasis on the same 
elements blend into Elizabeth’s 

book, Walking in Wonder.  
Completed recently, it was 

accepted for publication by Con-
ciliar Press and was available at 
bookstores in November 2004.

The book focuses on aspects of 
spirituality not usually recognized 
in religious education.

Elizabeth believes children are 
capable of stillness and watchful-
ness and have a capacity to grasp 
religious concepts.

“In many ways children are 
closer to God than adults,” she 
said.

Elizabeth writes: “Children 
enjoy a natural, spontaneous re-
lationship with God and do not 
entertain the doubts that creep 
into adult thinking.  The spark of 
divine grace given at baptism is 
waiting to burst into full flame. 

“If we consider all of life as 
sacred, all of life as a spiritual 
journey, then every moment as-
sumes supreme importance.  Each 
act, thought and word offers an 
opportunity to step forward to-
ward God.

“Look for beauty all around 
you,” Elizabeth advises. “It 
might be found in the water drops 
on a sidewalk after a rain or in a 
spider’s web.”

“Walking in wonder is opening 

our hearts to God.  Children do not 
need to be taught how to wonder, 
they only need opportunities to 
walk in its path.  Wonder is an 
attitude of life moving a child 
toward faith,” she said.

The book gives parents and 
caregivers’ techniques to help 
children develop stillness.  

Elizabeth believes quiet is a 
natural state for children and 
our culture’s constant noise and 
stimulation inhibits their move-
ment toward spirituality.  She has 
learned that children will seek 
out nooks and crannies where 
they can be alone and collect 
their thoughts.

“Holiness is a gift of God,” 
she said.  “Children learn to obey 
God most naturally in their warm 
relationship with adults.”

One chapter on obedience 
provides sound principles for 
positive discipline allowing a 
child to develop self-control and 
responsibility.

Compassion can also be en-
couraged and supported by simple 
acts.  Children can role-play the 
expression of feelings with dolls 
or puppets.  They can also play 
family games involving kindness 
or help for others, and they can 
share stories of compassion.

Elizabeth writes that “the wise 
parent plants seeds that will nur-
ture a continual, growing aware-
ness of our individual roles in the 
family, the community, the work 
of the church and all of creation.

She believes that the child who 
will be compassionate will under-
stand his or her “authentic self as a 
Christ-like child of God” in God’s 
everlasting Kingdom; that God’s 
love dwells inside each child, and 
that the child’s actions can help 
meet the need of others.

The child will not “be a self-
centered person who demands the 
immediate satisfaction of every 
whim without thought of anyone 
else, but one who cares and shares 
from the heart,” Elizabeth said.

“Children who have had at 
least three years of Montessori 
are more independent learners.  
They seem to be more excited 
about finding out things.  When 
they are in their teens, they aren’t 
as likely to succumb to peer pres-
sure.  I have been teaching long 
enough to see some of my first 
students become young adults. 
They seem to be more mature 
and responsible than many other 
people their age,” she said.

  Elizabeth found writing the 
book to be a personal journey in 
her faith walk.

“I struggled at times to cul-
tivate the stillness required to 
write. I received much help from 
God’s Spirit and could not have 
done it on my own,” she said. 
“There were times I looked back 
in amazement at what I had writ-
ten, and couldn’t believe I had 
written it.”

Walking in Wonder can help 
parents, teachers and caregivers 
provide an environment that nur-
tures a child’s spiritual attitudes 
toward self, others, the world and 
Christ, Elizabeth said,

“I hope it will help parents and 
caregivers be more thoughtful and 
aware of the little experiences that 
affect children in large and mean-
ingful ways,” she said.

For information call 328-4344.

Raymond Wallen reads a book to Elizabeth White at the Montessori School on North Wall.


